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SIRS, 


E are here in a New world, 4 world of 2xiet,as you 
ſay pou are in the Country; and 'tis come about 
we 


now not how, unleſs t-be that God, in kind- 
neſs to theſe Kingdoms, and this Citie, was pleaſed to fur- 
niſh his Majeſtie, and his Miniſters, and his Parliament, 
with Wiſdom extraordinary, to divert a Defigne that had 
been long a brewing, by ſome perſons both in and out of 
Parliament ; in the firſt place to embroyl the Parliament 
within it Self ; and then, as _ ——_ Centhunehanye 

2 
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that, the-three Kingdoms alſo inevitably in another Civil 
War. I know every particular man of them will be rea- 
dy tofayto me, as Hazael did to the Prophet , Is thy ſer- 
vant 4 dog, that he ſhould do ſuch things ? that he ſhould 
deſigne, 3n doing what he did, to bring on a Civil War 2 
But let the Philoſopher anſwer him with an old Axiom, 
Gui vult Media ad Finem , vwult etiam @& ipſum Finem, 
He who willeth the Means tending to the End , willeth alſo 
the End it ſelf. 

If any one of the ProjeFors did ſuch things, as have 
been obſerved, in all times, to induce a War, then with- 
out queſtion that perſon meant the bringing on of a War, 
if he could not otherwiſe bring about his own Ends: and 
'tis eafie to believe allo, that he drew 1n as many as he 
could to accompliſh thoſe Ends. If the ſame Opinions 
and Principles that brought on theFiri? War,be now again 
abroach, have we'not cauſe to believe they meant, or may 
mean a &ecoyd 2 If the fame FaFion be at work again 
that contrived the Firi?# War, and they as ſevere with the 
King as they were with his Father 1n diſputing his Roy - 
alty ; ſeminating Fears and Jealouſies among the People, 
and new trimming the o/d Bridle and Suddle.of Presbyte- 
ry, to run down the Biſhopy, circumciſe the Crown, ſet 
Chriit in the Throne ( as they ever moſt Hypocritically 
pretended, to the ſhame of Chriſtianity) thereby to ride 
K#hg" and+ Lords ,- and'out-rant the Kingdom: If thefe 
things wefe deſigned-and tranſated, the Party form'd-gad- 
ready inſtructed by PaPhlets ſpread inCitie: and Coun- 
try, and their hearts full of hope before the Seflion of Par- / 
liament in Febrxary laſt to have accompliſhed their work, 
ſhall we yet doubt of their Intent becauſe they -did: not 
effect it ? - There is redfon efttough to'inform out undey- 
ſtanding, "That they'gave us the Premiſes, though” they 
could not the Cortlufron, > ZEST 4 ” 


_” 
-3f-} be objeted, that abundance of the engaged men; 
atid moſt'of rhoſe that ſeem'd'to favour the'Fa@ion, were 


never Known-to be affected for Pref tery, nor meant they” 


any ſuch' thing : To thisI anſwer, *'Fis no matter whether 


they did affe& and mean it, or no 3 we know what they 


muſt have done at laſt : For, if they once be drawnim to 
vote and a&@ along with x Party, whoſe bufineſs hath been 
by Prints and otherwiſe, to cry down the National Church- 
Government of Biſhops, they mult of neceſlity, after they 
come to be throughly engaged , run along with them to 
overthrow it, and ered the other in its ropm ;/ they two, 


viz.” Epiſcopacie and Prorbytery , being in the Proteſtant, 


Churches theonely Competitors for the National Form : 
and as long as our Nation is, and is ever like to be, for the* 
having of ſome ſuch Form; if the prime Leaders and Pro- 
jeFors/lead. you. by the noſe to the-driving out the one 
Form, they are not ſuch ſhallow Politicians, as not to un- 
derſtand that you, as well as they, avill, of courſe, be ne+ 
ceſlitated” to. ſet up the other : And your Leaders alſo 
themſelves ,- though perhaps they care for no Form nor 
Ghatrh, yev if they will hold the ground they may hap to 
get by your helpycowards their own neſs and advan- 


tage; will 'beumder the fame neceſlity of ſerting it up, ' 


though they really never liked it, nor intended it before : 
yea,”tis not improbable they may hap to come unto ſuch 
4-paſs as to think well of the old Form again, after they 
by Tuiningic have obtained therr ownambitious ends,pro- 


vided it may ſerve thetn better-than any other Forin, to- 


wards the'maintaming of them.  ' 


A moſt pregnant Inſtance of ſuch a probability we have | 


in the tate Game plaid by Cromwel;” who was one of the 
firt:forpuling down Biſhops, and'etfected'it; and though 


he fet up.no:Form Eceleſiaſtich in their Read, as long a5 he' 


could catry on his Greatneſs without itz yer after hehad' 


- gain'd, 


— 
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gain'd his Prote@orſhip, he began to think of ſuch a Form 
to pleaſe the Nation 3 which not being to be done by an 
abſolute Presbyterial One, it being under an equal ab- 
horrence both amongſt Royaliits = Independents,lT have 
been told, he caſt about another way to accommodate the 
matter; and that having but one ſtep higher to make, he 
meant, that once done, to have taken up a Church-form 
as like the Epiſcopal as might be , by mincing a Medley of 
Biſhop and Presbyter ys ſo that after all, we ſhould 
have had Biſhops agaia z onely they were to have had a 
new Name, Sxperintendents, as they are called in ſome 
other Reformed Churches : that is, ia plain Engliſh, a 
Chair-man to a Committee of Presbyters ; that is to ſay, a 
Biſhop in Shackles; and conſequently,a Monarch in Bonds, 
under the Argier-Presbyterian Diſcipline. 


(Sic idem juneat Vulpes, &» mulgeat Hircos.)) 


Which had he lived tg effet, he would have gain'd as 
much by it, as he that deſignes the milking of He-goats,and 
going to plow with Foxes. For though his device might 
have ſerved to pleaſe the ambition of ſome of his Come- 
mittee of Clergie-Triers which then fate in##bitehal,by tran- 
ſlating them to the Dignity of #ew-faſion'd Biſhops;yet it 
could never have agreed long with his own high Conſti- 
tution,to have born ſuch 2 Clog upon Government : So that 
he and they, after alittle experience, would eaſily have 
agreed to part Stakes z, the one to reſume the old Name 
and Power of Bifbop, the other of King ; and ſo to have 
left all the Fa&ions 10 the lurch, (ſo ſaid my Author) as the 
likelieft way to have pleaſed the People, and themſelves 
too. And it may very well ſerve to inſtrut our little 
world concerning the fair I{ſue of a foul Civil Warz and 
teach them what may be expefted from another, if ever 
we ſhould be fo fond as to believe our nem Patriots, or be 
ſo mad after Change hereafter. In 


. 
NT — —  - - 


| — 
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In the mean while, 'cis very pleaſant to look back as far 
as February, to contemplate the wiſdom of the Proje@ors 
and their Party, and upon what fine ſubtil Suppoſitions 
they grounded their matchleſs Confidence. 

They {appoſed, and that moi? politickly , That a whole 
Nation had loft its memory of things pait ; the Parliament 

its Loyalty ; the Court its Underſtanding ; the King all care 
of his Crown and his People's Intereit ; the Clergie their 
care of the Church ;, the Citie their Prudence ; the Coun- 
try their Senſes ; and that one little Rook had ran away 
with all the wiſdom and honeity in the Land ; and that 
downright Treacheries, petty Cunnings, and plain Knave- 
ries, may paſ in this Age, to entitle a man to the reputati- 
on of Politick Prudence, which ought to be reverenced as 
a gloriows Beam of Divine wiſdom, which never ſhines but 
in generows and faithful Spirits, and is never to be found 
but in the Temples of true Honour and Vertue. 

They ſuppoſed moreover very cunningly;That Monarchies 
which uſed of old to lait about Five hundred years, could 
ot live now above Twenty : And that one and the ſame 
People might in one and the ſame Age, be cheated with the 
ſame Tricks : And that to bring this about, three en, an 
with three or four gay Speeches turned into Printed Paper- 
kites, might be led in a ſtring as the Boys are by theirs; and 
that no other Kite of the ſame Strain could be found to en- 
eonnter em. 

They ſuppoſed likewiſe, That if « Lord or 'two would but 
turn Tenants in the City, and drive a Trade of Popularity - 
»pon the Old Exchange, their Lordſhipe, being better wital- 
than ordinary Citizens, might be leſs liable to Breaking : - 
and that they could not chuſe but thrive, though every Bo- 
dy knew they were going to ſet up with no. better Stock of 
Intereſt and Wit ,_than of thoſe that had: broken before". 


Ro ; 
They 


Ca] 

1 They yet mbce wittily ſuppoſed ; That where as our old 
IPnld, as. (as they thought) to hevs been drown'd grin, 
» pheer Creaturts, thowgh of different kinds, and ewenties 
to exch other, would moi? tamely and lovingly contar into 
#heNew Ark ; \M1ſo ther 5tt the midlt of this Flood;the Ci- 
tie end Kingdom might be.ſet on fire, provided it were by 

Parliament- Wildfire 5” and. that ther they 'mitht ving the 
Bells backward with'a Rope of Sand fo that when the 
Combuition ſhould be over, they might ſafely © ws Tr \xern> 
tion their pians Projett 'of raipng a new Fabrick; 34 yood 
8d laiting as the former Republican, with the oy elegant 
mixiaxe of m——_—_ of Sets 3 every. jot -48 agreegbte for 
building Caltles.1n the air, as lays of Olnge end and 


Marble, with untemper d vir, 

And for a final Crowning of the whole work, they 
once more {ſuppoſed That for carrying on the World again 
aſter all this deftruKion;there might be a conpling of Beaſts 
of Moxtal Antipathies, to repleniſh the Land. 


, Somuch-for Drolling with-our'Polr#ick: Brofle 3 for 
+. . .this.kinde of Dreſs very well: becomes * em. 
Now:it good caraeſt. for Anim, » 'Andhere 1 
know not which end to-begin at,the $1 ;are ſo many”: 
which is ſtrange 3 for \Fthought this we ac work would 
have been aver z'that the Fa#ton would have been taken 
down-by.the late Corre&ion. But behold incorrigible 
Malice againſt the whole Government, and new Attempts 
in Print; a fwarm of Pamphlets, to revive their D 
and-{educe the People : Sond printed a little before, and 
one (o.-Jate' as ſmce the'time of the Baneel of the Prinee of 
Orange... 
- Youmay remember, the buſineſs of the firſt PAC QUET - 
was to ftrip the. Faifiox out of all their Fine Pretenterand 
2, which were delicately taid for Storming the Go- \ 
vernment 3 and the Lines of Circumyallation were drawn 
| ia 


=} 


in Priat, after the Model of their 2/after-Engineers in 
FokTY ONE. they. began. alſo to make their Appro- 
ches after the ſame manner, They firſt fell upon the Epz- 
ſecopel Quarter, and to that end they charged their Pam- 
ts. here with all manner of Scandals againſt the Bi- 
| wag ſent them to their Friends in the Country. Next, 
they fell upon the Kings Court , His Favourites, and the 
chief Officers of State, not ſparing the King Himſelf; and 
then upon His High Court of Parliament, uſing all manner 
- of Devices to il the two Houſes, and {o catangle 
Affairs, that one Seflion.was fruſtrated after another ; fo 
that ao Publike Buſineſs could be diſpatched, nor Supplies 
be had, to anſwer the moſt urgent Neceſlities of the King 
and WC : by which means the preſent Parliament 
was made in a manner uſelels : and the Word was given 
out to the Multitude, to make an Oxt-cry for a new One. 
All which Contrivances are to bear Date from the time of 
one ſmall Stater-man's being turn'd out of Service,as hath 
been already ſufficiently manifeſted. He and his Com- 
plotters cut out all this work before this laſt Febrnary- 
Seſſion ; others that became troubleſome after the Parlia- 
ment then fat down, were but his Jourzey-wer.. For then, 
ſeeing he-had failed in all the former Inventions, to fkrue 
on a- New Parliament by breaking the neck of this, ſome 
Friends that had been pettifogging among Half-witted 
Lawyers, undertook to furniſh him with Weapons 3 that is 
to ſay, Arguments drawnout of 0/d Statutes ,which have 
lain Dormant ſome Hugdreds of years. without execution 
or notice, to prove this Parliament null or Diſſolved, be- 
cauſe they cannot bring it totheir Bow ; and that a /uckze 
zew qne, {0 much long'd for by the Fa&Tiex, ought to be 
called forthwith; they being confident to carry away the 
Bell at ew EleGions, to create a Houſe of Commons that 


ſhall dotheir Buſineſs one way, and the King's another, or 
B not 
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not at all, In purſuance whereof, they have ſent abroid 
other new Pamphlets, which I now ſhall make bold to en- 
counter as they come in my way; though 'tis reported one 
or two of them were written by one Lord,and that by ano- 
ther Lord the reſt were promoted to the Penning,and then 
to the Preſs in a private corner. 


The firſt remarkable Pamphlet ſent abroad, with intent 
£0 break the Neck of this Parliament, is entituled , Soxe 
age ras 1 upon the Pueition, Whether the Parliament 
* diſſolved by its Prorogation for Fifteen Months: And the 
Title-page further ſaith, that the two Statutes upon which 
this Queſtion depends are, | 


4EDw.3. Cap.14. 


Item, it #* accorded, That a Parliament ſhall be holdex 
every yeer once, and more often if need be. 


36 EDw.3. Cap.1o. 


Item, for maintenance of the ſaid Articles and Statutes, 
and redrefi of divers Miſchiefs and Grievances which dai- 
ly happen, a Parliament ſhall be holden every yeer, as ano- 
ther time was ordained by Statute. 


ANIMADVERSION. 


From theſe Statutes the ſubſtance of what the Author 
argues is 3 That if the King be obliged by Law to bold a 
Parliament once every yeer, then he ought to call a new one 
every yeer. And if ſo, then he cannot Prorogne one Par- 
liament above the Term of a yeer. But the laſt Proyogation 


of this preſent Parliament having been for Fifteen Months, 
which is Three Months beyond what the ancient Law and 
Cuitonm allows for one Parliaments ſitting : Therefore that ' 
Prorogation being contrary to thoſe Statutes, the Parlia- 
ment it Self muſt needs die, and can continue no longer to 
af as a Parliament, being by Law extin@ and Diſſolved. 
This is the Sum of whit the Fa@7or alledges to deſtro 
this Parliameat. . 
Lord ! what a Thing is Pedantiſa in every Profeſſion ! 
The ſhame and reproach of every Science and Sort of 
Learning z eſpecially of this of the Law; and more eſpe- 
cially of that part of it which concerns the Conſtitution 
of the Crown and Kingdom , to the prejudice whereof 
no Conſtruftion of Law whatſoever ought to be made, 
or will be made by any wiſe and weighty man. But there 
are a ſort of little Pedants, whoſe ſhallow Brains want 
Line and Plummet to ſound the depth of matters; whoſe 
Skulls are too narrow to comprehend the utmoſ} Scope of 
Law : theſe are a fort of Creatures that are wont to be 
carried away with mere Sounds of words; are too apt to 
be Captivated by Phanſce, and miſtake it to be Underſtan- 
ding, as 'tis the manner of the profane Yulgar of this and 
every Profeſſion ; and fo not being fit to get Publike em- 
ployment from a King , are of little uſe but to torment 
the Law, by wreſting it for the ſervice of ſach as are Fa- 
ious and Seditious 1n his Kingdom. But now for an An- 
ſwer to their Argument , take notice in the firſt place 3 
That in all the Books lately printed by this ſort of men,to 
pervert the People's opinion againſt the legal continu- 
ance of this Parliament, they are very careful to tickle 
them with frequent mentions of ancient Laws, the good old 
Laws and ancient Cuitoms of England, and the like Phra- 
ſes 3 which make a noiſe, ard great Noiſes uſually take 
the weaker fort of people 3 yea , and engage them _ 
"Ba. | \- *-vhat 
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they believing of courſe that where moſt Clamour is,there 
muſt needs be moſt Right, eſpecially if it be thought that 
the wiſdom of our Fore-fathers, and their praftice, be 
concerned in theCaſe. As for the Antiquity of Politickh Con- 

itutions, I believe our Predeceſſors ated as far as they 
underſtood ; and perhaps they underſtood what was con- 
venient in their time and (ate of affairs to be done ;. but 
certainly they could not be ſo unwiſe as to do it eg arimo, 
with an intent to tie up Poſterity to the ſame Rules as were 
then uſed, it being utterly impoſible in matters which re- 
late to adminiſtration of Government 3 becauſe in- the 
Torrent of Time there flow down innumerable Accidents 
both among our Selves and our Neighbour Nations,which 
induce unavoidable Alterations in every Age, and thoſe 
mult of neceſlity introduce new Counſels and Rules and 
Forms of managing- a Government, ſuitable to the Seaſon, 
that is-to ſay, to the preſent poſture and condition of the 
People. For as in the preſervation. of mens private 
bodies, ſo this: Verſe following holds to-be a Rule abſolute 
ia ordering the Publike Body. 


Sic quoniam variant Morbi variabimwr Artes. 


As-new diſorders in State ariſe and alter its former Tem- 
per, ſo there muſt be variation-in the method and means 
of Remedy, or elſe all runs to-Ruine. And for this End 
Parliaments themſelves were firſt ordained , that Princes, 
ia ſuch Caſes, might adviſe with them whea they fhall need 
their Advice, abont the making of new Laws, or altering 
old Laws and Cuſtoms, as they ſhall ſee occaſion. 

Seondly, we find by old Records, that our Forefathers, 
iQ conformity to this Reaſon, many times varied the For- 
malities of Parliament, both as to its.time of Meeting, its 
Number, its Manner of ſitting, and time of Continuance, 


and: 
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and other Circumſtances z yet we nowhere find them ja - 
any wiſe condemned for it, it being to be ſuppoſed they 
did what, in their times, was for the then publike Conve- 
nience. For both before and after the Conguei? Parlia- 
ments were held Three times 4: year,viz.at Eaſter, Whit ſun- 
tide, and Chriifmas., but for continuance no longer than 
the ſpace of Eight days for cach time : but that Cuſtom 
continued not any conſiderable time after the Conqueſt, 
but received many Variations all along to the time of King 
Edward the Third, in whoſe days the fore-cited Statutes: 
were made which give Occaſion to our preſent Diſputes. 
The Book call'd The Mirrowr of JuStice ſaith, Cap. 1.. 
Sed. g. that ſometimes thoſe Parliaments departed from: 
that frequencie, and were held Twice a yeer: and in thoſe 
days there was no ſuch thing as a Houſe of Commons, as 
'tis noted in Priat, for that the Parliament conſiſted then: 
onely of King and Lords; fo that it were better for our 
Admirers of old Statutes: and Cuſtoms; in ſome Caſes to 
bury ſome of them-,. rather than let their Brains run a: 
madding up towards the Corguei# and beyond, to revive: 
them: to-give Rules for.us to proceed by. Thus it was 
ſome time of. old as to the quality of Parliament-»members :- 
and then as to their aranxer of Sitting, mp Lord Coke, In-- 
ſtit. Par.4.c4p.1. tells us, that in Edw. the Firſt's Reiga,the 
Gommons had no diſtin Houſe to fit in, and xo Speaker, 
as it: appears in the Treatiſe de Modo tenend; Parliamen-- 
#2. And in 6 of Edw.3. in divers places it appeareth, 
that the Lords and Commons ſat together , 0] Nd thee 
no continual Speaker. And then as to the nature of the- 
Power of the Commons Houſe, it would tend to little - 
edification, to deſcribe and meaſure it-by the Report of 
Ancient Records , Cuſtoms, and Proceedings; and. the- 
Progln would get nothing by, it but this, evea a dilcove- 
xp. of the ſlenderneſs of thoſe Priviledges —— 


14 
of old, in. compariſon of thoſe that by tae Favour and In- 
dulgence of ſucceeding Kings they have enjoyed. to this 
day. | | id” | 
But thirdly, if Cuſtoms and Precedents of time paſt 
be of ſuch eſteem with this Athor and the reſt of his 
Fellow-Scriblers,in their Printed Books, then let them tell 
me a reaſon why a Prince may not in his time make uſe of 
a Precedent made.by a former Prince in a- Buſineſs of the 
fame nature, and for which that Prince was never found 
fault with after,till this Captious quarrelſome Age that we 
now live in. For this Author confeſſes, that Queen E/:- 
zabeth, in the Fifth yeer of her Reign Prorogyed the Par- 
hament from the ſecond of 0Fober to the fifth of 0Fober 
of the yeer following, which was three days above a yeer, 
and in ſtrictneſs of Law , this Prorogation - lately made 
Anno 1675, tor Fifteen' Months, which is three Months a- 
bove a year, is as good and valid in Law as that; ( they 
are his very words) wherein he is fo far in the right, be- 
cauſe three days or three months can, as to point of Law, 
make no difference in the Caſe, either of them being a 
lapſe of time beyond what this man and his Fellows do 
ſuppoſe as limited by thoſe Statutes for a Parliament's fit- 
ting, and conſequently for its Proroguing/; becauſe if a 
Parliament cannot legally fit longer had a yeer, it cannot 
be Prorogued to a longer time than the Law gives it a Be- 

ing : Bat that a Parliament may fit and aC& with full force 
and vigor longer than a yeer, there is no Law to be found 
that contradicts; and therefore 'tis to be fuppoſed that an 

Argument drawn from thoſe two Statutes of Fdw.-3. be- 

ing an Argument ex Conſequentz, that is, an Argument 
grounded upon Conſequence, the Conſequence if good 

ought to be derived from a right interpretation of thoſe 

Statutes. Now the decifion of the matter reſts onely up- 

- on this, Which of the two; Partics Judgements you — 
- 4 . 4 hk 0d & We 2? P y 
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rely upon as rtioſt likely to make right interpretation of 
the Statutes 3 whether upon our Author's Judgment and 
his Fellows, who appear to be parties concerned in a pre- 
ſent FaQtious deligne and ſeaſon 3 or upon the Judgment 
of the Queen's 'Parliameat, which fat in a more Happie 
Seaſon, who doubtleſs could not be om of thoſe Sta- 
tutes': but neither” they', nor” any Parhament or Perſon 
fiace that yeer of the Queen, ever found fault with her 
Prorogation as illegal 5 which, it's to be believed would 
have been done before this time , if that Parliatnent, or 
any ſucceeding Parliament, or Lawyer, or other perſon, 
betore'the time of the Jate Prorogation,, had apprehended 
the Queen to be faulty in hers. Therefore 'tis to be ſup- 
pofed , that'this Precedent of Prorogation made by that 
moſt excellent Princeſs is a good one; and that the Inter- 
pretation of thoſe Statutes made by this Author and his 
Fellows, to ſerve a FaGTion, towards the ruine of: this Par- 
liament, is the wrong. WALALE OY 
4. Moreover, if the fence of thofe Statutes be taken as 
they would have it, viz. That no Parliament ought to fit 
above a yeer,- but a new one to be called within the yeer, 
why were not thoſe Statutes made uſe of before in Fifteen 
yeers time, to'conderfitithe fitting of this? Ir'is ſtrange 
that no notable Lawyet ſhould ir all-that time affirm the 
Hlegality of it : But that onely fome few-Scarabeers of the 
Law ſhould now, to bolſter up a Fa&ior, be (cribling their 
ſence 'upon the-Statures, when the ableſt have beet, and 
are ſilent, is ridiculous. | 7 e5vi5} 

Befides, Foxrthly, conſider; that when his Majeſty now 
Regnant did in the 16 yeer of his Reign, EnaQ, That the 
Triennial 4 paſled by his Royal Father in his 16th yeer, 
ſhould be Repealed, for Reaſons in that Aftiof Repeal ex- 
preſſed : yet upon the humble Supplication'of the”Lords 
and Commons He did Declare , That hereafter the ſutting 


and 


" 


[26] 
aud holding of Parliaments ſhals not be intermitted or diſ- 
continued above three yeers at the moit : And that within 
three yeers after the determination of this preſent Parlia« 
ment , and ſo from time to time within three yeers after 
the determination of any other Parliament or Parliamerts, 
or if there be occaſion, more often, your MajeHie,your Heirs 
and Syeceſſors , do iſſne out your Writs for calling, «ſ[ere» 
bling, and bolding of another Parliament, ta the end there 
nay be « frequent calling, aſſembling, and holding of Par- 
liaments once in three yeers at the leaif, From which I 
colle& theſe enſuing Particulars. | 
T. That by the word Three yeers after the determinas 
tion of this preſent Parliament, it is unplied by the AR, 
that the duration of this Parliament ſhall not be- | 
hended within any determinate time 3 and there was rear 
ſon for. it, becauſe they bad:a tedious work to: do, ta re- 
pu the Ruines of three Kingdans. waſted. and vaſeried 
by a long Civil War, 1191 £1199; | 
2 >: This appears-farther by the ſubſequent wards,which 
ſhew that the determinate Courſe ef Parliaments ſet by 
the py is meant onely.for the future after! the Diſſolutiors 
T Tho Parliament had been {ting four yeers when the 
form'd this A&:: and therefore though they in the A 
made mention of 'the 'two old: Statutes of Edward the 
Third: for halding a Parliament every yeex, yet it ſeems 
_ did-not-then in their vingi-days conceive them- 
ſelves to be within the breach of thoſe Statutes for ſitting 
above a-yecr, becauſe they wereupon the making of this 
AR : which daubtleſs ſo many learned mentas are ia theſe 
honourable Houſes wonld never have preſumed to do, if 
their Sitting had by Law been limited to but a yeers time, 
for tliea | they-conld not but have apprehended that the 
Laws they-made: ia the three yeers before, muſt have been 


null 


£17) 
- mall and void for want of legal power to make them, as 
' well as all the Laws that they ſhould make afterward till 
this 'day. And what muſt the miſerable Conſequence of 
that have been? even to demoliſh all the yew Founda- 

tions which had been or were to be laid for the Reſtaura- 

tion and Eſtabliſhment of the Crown, Church, and State, 

in caſe the validity of their former Sitting and Ating had 

been queſtionable, as they would have been by ſuch bold 

Interpreters of Law, as I ſhall further make them appear 

to be, who preſume to advance their own Underſtaadings 

above the Judgement of whole Bodies of Parliaments ; 

which theſe men have done, and do, by Printed Books 

ſcattered like Wild-fire about the three Nations to ſet all 

in Combuſtion, 

But Fif#hly , what if it ſhould appear a more conſider- 
able Queſtion to be pot Whether thoſe two 01d Statutes 
of. Edward the Third be not of moſt force for the King ? 
And truely there appears good reaſon to conclude in 
the Affirmative. The two Statutes may ſtand as de- 
clarative Memorials of the Judgement of Parliament in 
time paſt for the Peoples having a right to a frequencie 
of Parliaments, if need require, and no farther z but it is 
not to be believed, that ſo Victorious and Potent a King 
as Edward the Third, ever would have paſſed thoſe two 
Ads, if his Parliaments meaning had been to cut off that 
main Point of his Prerogative Royal, viz. the power- of 
judging when 'tis fit or needful to call a Parliament, and 
when not : Nor is it at all likely that it was the Opinion 
of that Age, that the Kin had done ſo in paſſing thoſe 
Ads ; but 'tis rather to be ſuppoſed, that that Parliament 
meant no more than this, That thofe Statutes were inten+ 
ded to be declarative of the Common Law, and of the Peo- 
ple's having Right by antieot Cuſtom to Parliaments, and 
that as they had been, ſo they ſhould. alſo be yeerly in the 

C 


fu- 


[18] 

fature, if judged neceſſary. For I wauld know of any 
man of an impartial Judgment, how it is poſſible to ſkrue 
out of thoſe Statutes any other Meaning, feeing the words 
[if need be] are words Hypothetical or Conditional,viz. 
ſuppoſong there be need, orupon Condition there be need. 
Hereby 'tis implied, that if in a yeers time there be no 
need, there is nv obligation by Law from hence for the 
calling a Parliament always within the yeer. The Sum 
of all then is this ; That if no need be, he need not call one. 
And who (I pray you) ought to be judge of this xeed,but 
the King, who is to Call 2 But what ſaith our Author of 
the Fe - nee to this > He hereupon turgs Statybe- 
Expoſitar and 0bjeGor, as followeth, 


CONSIDER ATOR, 


He faith this meaning of the Law is but a Pharſte 3 all 
onr Properties, Rights, and Liberties, are bound up in thoſe 
LAWS of Annual Parliaments ; and the King's Diſpen- 
ſong with them cannot take place with any man that conſi- 
ders the Firit of thoſe two Statutes ;,, viz. That-a Parlia- 
- ment ſhall be holden every yeer once, OR, more often it 
need be ; by which words the King is left onaly Judge of 
the need of a Parliament oftner than once a yeer. But whe- 
ther the King ſee need or no, he is abſolutely and perempto- 
rily bound to hold a Parliament once a yeer. 


ANIMADVERSION.. 


This fort of men are always up with. a great Noiſe a- 
bout Property, Right, and: Liberty of the People , becauſe 
moſt men are wont to be taken with the mention of thoſe 
matters wherein their Good and-well-being-is concerned, 
and the Projeding Fation would be ſiappoled to be the 
onely Advacates {or them 3 but alas, this is the _— 


old main Engine to catch Proſelyztes among the injudici- 
gus part of the World, which are always much the awajor 
Patt of Mankinde, who it the mean time are tot able to 
judge whether Diſcourſts be made rationally or not, till 
the Sophiſare or Cheats of ſuch Crafty Writers be diſco- 
vered. And verily I believe this Penman himſelf, if hs 
had pleaſed, might have ſaved me the labour of diſcove- 
ry 5 for he writes more like a Lawyer than any of his Fel- 
lows : And therefore he could have told you, that the 
Law of England is as careful for the Prerogative of the 
King, as it 1s for the Liberty of the Subject ; and whereas 
the Governmenc of England hath in all Times, even from 
utmoſt Antiquity been for a Monarchy, the Laws have not 
left it deſtitute of Powets to preſerve it Self in that Con- 
dition ; and the People onght to be as zealons for the 
Conſervation of it by maintaining the Rights of the 
Crown, as they are for their own, becaule thoſe alfo were 
Ordaitied for Publike good, and are as neceſlary as the 
other; and accordingly the eye of the Law hath been as 
tender of them as of the other, becauſe our Anceſtors in 
framing the Conſtitution of this Kingdom conceived the 
end of Government, which is Peace, publike Convenience, 
and Safety,could not well be attained without it. There- 
fore'that in'this the wiſdom of the Law was great of old, 
and ought greatly to be admired, is moſt evident, becauſe 
by late Experience we have found'ſince 1641, that in'ps- 
ling the Feathers of Monarchy, the People did put none in' 
their ownCapsbut'what made themlook likeFed/amrs,and' 


become really ſach by running at laſt into Anarchy, mere 
Confuſion. It were endleſs to bring in here'acitativh, of 
manifold” Proviſions made by Law to preſerve the Prero- 
£ative ; for, they are known to all men that have ſtudied 
the Law, and'to moſt menthat havenot, And therefore 
m making Interpretations -_ Law about Government,we 

2 are 


are when we write, to carry an even hand betwixt what 
is Right for the King, and what is Right for the Subject ; 
and not draw Concluſions on, one fide out of literal Ex- 
prefſions and particular Sentences , but rather to derive; 
them from the general Sence and Scope of all our Laws 
on both ſides compared one with another : and ſo ſhould 
this Conſederator and his Fellows have done, if they had. 
hone(t Intentions. | | 

. Next, as to what he ſaith of the Peoples Rights and Li- 
berties being bound up in Annual Parliaments, 'tis (o ridi- 
culous, that his Maſters of the FaFion in 1641 would not 
underſtand it ſo : They before all things proclaimed to 
the World,rthat the onely way to preſerve the Rights and 
Liberties was, to have a Parliament of length ſufcient to 
fit and diſpatch the Publike affairs 3 that 1s to lay, they 
who pretended themſelves to be the great Patrons of the 
Peoples Rights, were ſo far from thinking thoſe Rights 
were bound up in yeerly Parliaments, that.they would 
not. be ſatisfied ill they had an Ad paſled to impower, 
them to fit as many yeers as they pleaſed z which they 
never could with any face have demanded, if the opinion 
of Lawyers, or of the People of that time had been, that 
all our Rights had been fo bound up in thoſe two Statutes, 
that to part with yeerly Parliaments had Been to' part: 
with our Rights and Liberties. For it would then have 
favoured of too rank Hypocrifie before the Multitude, 
and have raiſed their Jealouſie againſt them , had they 
imagined, or ſhould any body have told them, that their 
Rights and Liberties were at Stake by ſuch proceeding of 
their Patrons. | 4 one 

| Moreover, conſider, this preſent Parliament's proceed- 
1ag-in thoſe days when but few men offer'd to finde fault 
with them : For whea in the Sixteenth yeer of His. now 
Majeſtic they paſſed that AC to prevent long intermiſlſzon 


w. 4 


Lao it is plain that they wires me Ms aoth her Re -_ 
0h "than' the Come rator and: Wi Feltows : Fax, 
wards and ſco 51/4 of the Af ther they - we! Fe, CXCEE 
tender of our Rights,and Liberties 3 yet detert : 
time of Parliamentary Mectings to once in three yeers : 
which 'tis reaſon to believe they. neyer ep Wd. done, 
if they had ,not underſtood 'our "Rights" atid * Liberties 
woutd have been better, provided for by their Torn GY 
than' by yeetly Meetings. _ Bot now atays it'is'a” "fra 
matter with our Fa&ious Legaleiaz $criblers to. form up-. 
Opinions upon forged Inter Tpreatoed of Law, atid prefer 
them before the Opnions of whole Parliame wer 
whoſe Wiſdom ought tobe revertncetas, ad the 
Wiſdon! of the whole Nation, "©, 1206 296 
” Th the next” place conſider How fly mh c33 er ator 
fuffles in his tranſcribing'one of the two' con 7) | 
Statutes: The firſt Gaich a Parliam t ſhall be'tivIdeh eve- 
ry yeer. once, AND oftnex. If Heed*b, z > bar fNe* 3a OR” 
oftner i weed be, i in ftead of 4p." Tt ed, bf any. 
inclination I have to ALACRA Bat 1 YhiAK ic 
becorhes any man to mingle Poiars o wh th dif- 
a to play 
A in; 
purpoſe in altetin Tach a icke, v i Ml - 
hd in a ſentence in ſtead of ns ” (e"! 
comes me not to mp] it, efpecially whet it perverts the 
whole PR A Law. 'L the peter Ferul4 Lok 


+» + #4 


the Grammaticalter "but 7] k 


Dr. B4sþy, the Pririce bf Os mtrians, 61 
not a Nez ffergncein'fi Forts = 
OR, the Fotthe ” 'CopMlzrive,the'Jardr'4 Bok 

Now the preſent Diſpute betwixrtheCo vftder thor 'md'ms 
being this, Whither the'words:[ IF NEED BE) 46 refer 


onely to the later "cre of the Sentbjyr+";* or to the whole 
Sentence, as he a 


lines after expreſleth , and would 
have 


"have thaſe words to refer to the later part onely, and 
chepoes would by foiſti in the ConjunTion P/anGie 

os ek of the Conjux ton Copulative AND, diſ-joyn. 
ths id words [ IF NEED, BE] from the firſt part =, 5 
Sentetice , pg me leave to ſay chat he hereby would put 
upon us a maſt partial Artifice of Deluſion, and were Jug- 
gle: for hy the word 0K there may be ſome colour for his 
Cy on of the Law , that the King is Judge onely 
whether a Parliament ſhall be held oftner than once a yeer z 
whereas the ConjuniZion [AND] couples and joyns the 
ſence of "the words [ IF NEED BE] to the former part of 

ence, and (© the Statute (pc Shop th lain for the King's 
bekle Soles, whether there [A 
nietits once 2 6 Ag , as well as Whether Ges be eg be of 
callin NG oftser than.once a yeer : So. that 'tis evident 
the Noble King Edward the Third, and his Parliament, 
mea o lugh. hey Prof as the Conſtderator and his Febows, 
ther 
SOA aye wc General ſence of Law in 
ich co 


ay G the Law. have hitherto 
eve que, L ncerns the Eſtabliſhment 
Ter Ln our Kings, a very principal flower 


whereof is. \Power of. Calling __ i Diſorn g Fl 
menrcs 425.0 yu there is and the 
Prater t mrs 4x, ths, World hath juſtified 
this, thab1t.is the cbm of Hereditary Kings 
he ſole. Judges of, this pay hether there be nee 


or. no. need, 3t.all times, of Calling or of Diſiniſſing the 
 Allem - ©" unlc&. they-limit themſelves 3 but 

A&FE. 1 alute. to. clude « our King 
{4 marine, £9 limit. hipdfeF to yeerly Parlia- 


Toles fa Paco, Ker gooot of of. gt ſee again what is 
ſaid þy.t BF Gs fave. ht Yo | 
f p vw Þt « it vIETTS 41k 29: i 6 CON. 
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That the Kings of England have not duely nor conflant- 
ly obſerved thoſe Statutes ever ſince their making, doth not 
render them. af the lef Farce; bedanſe "tis | aie,0ffewes in 
the King not to: fulſil: a Law, | we. wht. 


ANIMADVERSTON,. 


Here be.is pleaſed to acknowledge what cantidt be de» 
nicd, that the Kings of England have! not obſerved thoſe 
Statutes ever fince their making : which that our 
ſucceeding Kings never thought themſelves —_— by 
them, or that King Edward.intended jt:{o/, unleſs they 
ſhould fee need, or at any time judge it neceſlary to call 
a- Parliament... Belides; we do:noti read of amy? Patlia- 
mentary Complaint about the omitting of TEERLY Pars 

ents, . till, our. Presbyterian Adafbers of the: Fation in 
their Grand Remonſtrence 16 41> :1t as.afaultupon' 
his Majeſties Father,under pretence of thoſe Statntes- Aud 
doubtleſs:ſome of the foregoing: Parliaments wok! have 
made complaint abaut. Yeerly-Omiſſion; believed 
Kings bound. to. Yeerly - Pazliaments :| But:that Kingy Eds 
mard. and his Partiameat. which paſſed the Eaw;:never in» 


tended or.underſtood, it qaag War py mt is e0 be: 
concluded from thismoſt undeniably j/ That from the Filth: 
yeer of the ſaid King, to the Eigtith|/yeet, no:Patliamene” 
was called 3, the reafon: was, becauſe he judged there was 
no nced. Nor doth; it appear that he did afterward ob- 
ſerve any ſuchicertaun, PazdFo of tinie 1 1p his' Partia-- 
ments? but doubtlels tis inreafaryto bet thewould 
have been ſo tenderof his own'Law-asto have obſervedie 
within. the fifth or ſixth yeer, and not ſo ſoonhave brokety 


it, 


(£19) 
it, if he had thought himſelf obliged abſolutely to a yeer, 
becauſe it was but jn'the foarth year that h& paſſed it. 


CONSIDERATOR. 


.. Bat (faith. the Conſederator)) the King is the onely perſon 
that is meant or can be bound + For he it is that is to Sum 
mon or Hold Parliaments,aud therefore the Statutes intend 
to oblige Him, or elſe they intend nothing , aud the Laws 
for Parliaments that ſecure our Religion, Properties,and Li- 
berties, are: become onely Advices and Connſels to the King, 
with no obligetion' further than the Kings preſent thought: 
of their expedience. 


'  ANIMADVERSION. 


In Thatche Obligation'to a Yeerly Parliament lies no fur 


ther upotithe King than if in'/prudence he ſee there be need, 
is already proved from a Right Conſtruction of the wortK 
of the Statutes zand that this prudential power and part of 
the'\Kings Prerogative in Judging the expedience of cal- 
ling'Parliaments: «t this or that time;as Aﬀairs ſhell in His 
Judgement require ; did remain undiminiſhed by the ſaid 
Statutes: And they intended onely this,which was enough, 
That ſeeing the People had an ancient Right by Cuſtom 
to have frequent Parliameats,the King accordingly ſhould 
oblige himſelf to'call Parliaments fo often as every yeer,or 
oftner if there ſhould be need: Whereupon it is obſer- 
vable, that ſeeing in the interval of Parliament there nei- 
ther ought nor'can/be any Judge of the neceſlity but the 
King, theſe-two Laws left the power of judging it in the 
progeny found it 3 and the then-Parlia- 
meht-gaided-this great Advantage for the People , that 
whereas they: before had a Right by CuiFom and Common 


; Law, 


"ITY | 5 E 
Lew, —_—_ obtain a Tight by $/atute-Law too: which 
certainly ſo wiſe a King as Edw.3. would never have gran- 
ted without 4 Salvo put in for his Prerogative, by the 
words TF NEED BE. , 
Moreover conſider, if thoſe Statutes ſhould be other- 
wiſe underſtood, viz. that the King ex debito were bound 
- every yeey to call a Parliament, whether it would not have 
been a great Miſchief rather than Benefit to the People : 
For in thoſe days they that ſerved Members in Parliament 
were wont to take Wages for their Servicezand that would 
have layn heavie upon every poor Burrough to have been 
bound to pay Wages due once a yeer, ſometimes oftner, 
to their Byrgeſſes, it being recoverable by Law agaia(t 
them ; which peradventure would amount to more tharr 
their ſhare of payment of Subſidies. Again conlider, as 
this would empty their Perſes, ſo it would lade them with 
innumerable Laws, which are as grievous almoſt as to have , 
none, as it hath been found in many Nations by expert- 
ence ; and therefore it is that Jui#ivian hath been every- 
where praiſed for ſo excellent an Emperour, becauſe when 
all the Nations under the Rowan Empire were even over- 
Jaid with multitudes of Laws, and groaned more under 
this 704k than that of Taxes & Tributes, he took care how 
to deliver the people from that vexatious Burthen, by 
cutting off the -zajor unneceſſary part of the Imperial 
Statutes , and Digeſting the reſt into a tolerable Body. 
Therefore ſhould ſuch /yeerly Parliaments be impoſed on 
us by Law, the Statntes would ſoon ſwell to the like into- 
ſerable paſs, and tire the people out of fondneſs after o 
frequent Meetings as theſe Wiiters plead for, and would 
force” Us to admit eyen againſt all Senſe and Reaſon. 
Therefore we have abundant cauſe to praiſe theWiſdom of 
His Majeſtie and this'His Parliament, that inthe 16th yeer 
of his Reign they framed that moſt prudent ey 
4 4240 D W, 


Law, which placeth a goldew Mediocrity betwixt the ha- 
ving too frequent Parliaments, and too long delay of 
them 3 and I muſt needs ſay His Majeſtie hath therein ;ap- 
pared, by limiting himſelf to call Parliaments hereafter, at 
Three yeers time after the determination of this, and after 
the determination of every ſucceeding Parliament, to be 
beyond all our Kings, and moſt gracious in condeſcend- 
ing, and Indulgence towards his people ; that as the F2- 
ion, which ſet on work this Conſideretor and his Fellows 
to delude the Subjeds, and beget inthem ani Opinion as if 
His Majeſtie intended to deprive them of their 0/4 Laws 
and Rights to Parliaments, do appear now to be molt un- 
grateful towards Him : fo 1 racy their mouthes will 
henceforth be ſtopped, ſeeing they are ſecured by that 
new Triexrial AF, in which they ought to bury all fuch 
Diſputes for the future : which they muſt needs do, if 
they will caſt an eye upon the ſaid 4& before they fall to 
* diſputing, and perverting His Subjetts. 

One ObjeZioz more give me leave to an{wer, becauſe 
it will be but in ſhort ; 'tis this: That though the words 
[if need be] be in the firſt Statute, yet they are not ex- 
preſſed in the Secod,which being paſſed Thirty two yeers 
after, muſt be underſtood therefore to be abſolute. But 
this I ſay, though the words be not there ix terminis, yet 
other words are there which make thoſe.to be neceſſarily 
underſtood ; and they are theſe : [ 458 ANOTHER TIME 
WAS ORDAINED BT STATUTE.) The Statute meant 
here is the former of the two, which is of the Fourth of 
Edward the Third, The Ifue then is this : That this later 
Statute,which is of the 36 of Edward the Third, referring, 
(as by the word As appears) to the former Statute , no- 
thing more is Ordained here, but what was, and AS it was 
Ordained in the former ; and fo it can bear no other In- 
terpretation than what js proper to the former, _ is 

| | | | nn | 


[27] 
onely a Seednd Confirmetion'by Statute-Law of the Right 
by aacieat-Cauſtom which the People had before to Parlia- 
ments, as often as they ſhould be needful; as it is inten- 
ded by the firſt of the ſaid Statutes, 


Sd I have done with the Conſederator : His Felows,who 
do but ſteal out of him , - ſhall be handled in the next- 
place, Otie of them entitles his Book, THE LONG PAR- 
LIA MENT DISSOLVED : But under that Title he means 
this Parliament, becauſe they have ſat Fourteen or Fifteen 
yeers, by teaſon of the world of work they have had be- 
fore them, to repair the large Breaches made within theſe - 
Nations by a tedious Civil Far + which they might have 
finiſhed before now, had not many impediments been caſt 
upon them by the Malice and Cunning of 2 rei#leff ine- 
placable FaGion ; whoſe glory it would be, above all 6- 
ther things attainable in the World, if they could any 
way diſſolve this Parliament, or contrive how to make it 
End with diſgrace, re infet4, that they may not have the 
honour of finiſhing that glorious Effabliſharent of Church 
and State which Jebiend 3 but that themſelves (vis. 
the FaG3o)) and the Forlorn Hope of their Party, mi 
once more have the opportunity to play the Game they 
have prepared againſt the good time of trying their For- 
tune at New EleFions, In the mean while, their Plot is 
laid every way to backbite this preſent Houſe of Commons, 
and by o6dious RefleQtions upon the King and Houſe of 
Peers; to make as many of the People as they can out of 
love with our ercient Monarchical Conſtitution f Parlia- 
ments, that they may introduce the New Medel of their 
own. -For this is certain,the Spiritual Drivers which they 
make uſe of, and muſt, will either go nor drive (as the 
Proverb ſaith) unles the whole Civil Frame be form'd to' 
a cleverly comportment with the ——v ap 3 but pa 

2 rather 


[28T 
rather flie off and curſe them, in ſtead of Meros, and all 
their Undertakings, as the Scotch General 4ſſexwbly did. 
Duke Hamilton ,, when by an Authority of- Parliament 
there, he preſumed, without their Bleſling, to enter Exg- 
land, Anno 1648. to have reſtored His Majeſtie's Fa- 
ther. | GY STE I 39 7; 

No Temporal Lordſhips muſt look to thrive by trink- 
ling. with them , unleſs they will zrzck/e to 'em too, and 
comply with their eternal Pride and Ambition in all Se- 
»atical as well as Claſſzcal Conceraments 3 as thoſe un-, 
happie Lords and leading Commons who {taid inthe Hou- 
ſes to-a&t along with them, were fain to.do in the yeers 
1644, 1645, 1646. Tis worth the remembring how the 
Spiritual Aſſembly ſat and difated Decrees to the Serw- 
Lar,which the poor Senate always very tamely obeyed;and 
ſhaped into 0rdirances as faſt as might; be, to:be hang'd: 
about the necks. of the People,who had e'n as good have; 
been hang 'd out-of the way,. as to have fufferd the Intail- 
ment of ſuch a Slavery upon. their Poſterity 3 the End 
whereof muſt have been, and, if we look. not. now about 
us, may. and muſt be again, to bring King,and Parliament; 
to the ſame truck/ing condition 5 which King FJames.once- 
moſt ſadly. experienced in: Scotland., and. in, his, wildem- 
faw, after he came to the Crown of Ergland, would cer- 
tainly return-upon Him and His People here, if ever that 
FaFion. got. afoot again, or a horſback.z foraſmuch. as 'tis: 
the ozely FaFion that cannot be mended or put into a- 
confiſtence with Monarchy. By which you may ſee what, 
is to be gotten. by crying down Biſhops 3 which-their Op-. 
polites of late have moſt ſtudiouſly done, both in Pronts. 
and by long Speeches : and. what thoſe few-Lords and o- 
thers muſt bring upon usat laſt:, though perhaps they in- 
tend-it not, if ever to compals their own Ends they,make 
uſe of that Malignant FaTjon :. And kaow, that ule. them, 


they. 


[9] 
they muſt,and be ruled b by = too, if they weaken the Re- 
putation, legal Power, arid Netetcs due to Biſhops; the 
doing whereof will neceſſarily make way for the other, 
and give them the oppore OR for which they have, a-, 
bove thb(e hundred, hee wing of f Tares, and T7 - 
ting and" watering t ton and Scotland. © | 
thatT had leiſtre fr} this Wade to.give 4' particular yk 
of them, ' whit 'a Thory they (I been in the fides of. 
Priaces and People i ſa both the Kingdoths !! The preven- 
tion of the like 1s to be expeted onely from His Majeſty, 
and this preſent Parliament , who are ſure jo Him and the 
Government by Eat Eſtabliſhed”: 'And that is the. reaſon: 
why this Diſolving Pampbleter , and his Fellows, are 10 
hot for a Diſſolution 'of them, having ſet their Dice to. 
make us undergo Ha -hazard by a New ones, Which muſt 
needs have fel Abilic t Ee and Knowledge, tha 
theſe' at have been Totig prattiſed,'to > Promate\a 
5 w hat” 1s proper” i Fry wor es ] 
n, to keal our Brekches, fake het amo 
50, and: eaſt the People. But 24 7p ) 


FaTion wo be war br #4 6 Fra ' on and th: 
avi 2 would, be mire fx for Fd rap «#04 th; 


The Author of ehif 66K lay be. tht Fe Di aloe, 
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little of a Lawyer in im, he” goes ayot jer Jigs 
and iy the ad of 

oro 


EEC 


f = LL i a. 
e2 ob0s « S; Li hoog 307% 31 pp bri>nod vl 
A A 


[30] 
DISS$OLVER, 


- Our Anceſtors. had a gloripms value and kindneff for our 
Engliſh Liberties ; therefore that they might have a perpe- 
tual Aſſurance that their Liberties ſhould continge, it was. 
Ordained, 36.E'Dw.3. cap. 10. Thet for the maintenance of 
thoſe Liberties, and, remedy of Miſchieſt and Grievances | 
that daily happen, 4 Parliament ſhould be held once every. 


yeer. 
OC OANIMADY EKSI ON, 


I canndt but note. this D;/olver to be a mere 855Nter. 
He ſhifts that Statute of 4 Edw. 3. out of the way, as a 
thing too hot for him to handle, becauſe of the words IF. 


E / 


NEED BE. And as he lays that afide z ſo next he. turns, 
Statute: clipper, cuts off the main Claule, which, qualibes, 
the Setice of the $econd Statute of the 36 of Edw.3. The 
wards of the Clauſe are, , As at another time WAS OR- 
DAINED BT STATUTE ; Now that other. Statute here 
mentivhed is the firſt Statute of Edw. 3. which ordained, 
that, Parljaments hall be holden ence a yeer:if weed be, 
and more often if need be, that is to. ſay, we ſhall have 
frequent Parliamefits, and as frequent as heart can wiſh, 


IF NEED require. Juſt ſo much and no.more was Ordai- 
d by the Þripet Save WY he ſhall be J 2. of 
is weed, or, Wha can be byt the King, 1n whom the Law 

hath tru ed the Calling of Parliaments 2. Therefore "tis in 

Law to be _— It may b&inconvyenient for Him to call 

a Parliament fo often as every yeer,when in his Judgment 

He concludes it not needful ſo ro do. So much for Clp- 

ing the Statute ;, a Crime as bad as Clipping the King's 
oyn, if not worſe. But any thing muſt be done to ſerve 
the turn of Diſſolution. DI $- 


" [a1] 
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The reaſon ( he faith)-is becauſe \rhi# Parliament hath 
ſat ſo many years, till they are wot the Repreſentatives o 
one half of the People of England : Hwd'" the Gentry, who 
think themſelves born to have their bart in Ruling, os we# 
& being Ruled, judge it a very hard thing npon them to be 
ſecluded from their hopes of having the hononr'to ſerve 
their King and Conntry in Parliament. 


ANIMADVERSION. 


A Share of: Ruling as well as being Ruled / Tis very 
fine (ye men of Shaftsbury) this is ſo like the language of 
the 014 Levellers, who were all for Ruling by Twrns, that 
one might almoſt. fwear 4 ſmal Friend of yours was at 
the Penning it. He is always for Up and Ride, and Rule, 
ead:ble dented ſo is the whole Fa&7o# ; and that is 
the Reaſon why they are for a Twmbling-CafF to the pre- 
ſent Rulers of Church and State. But what Gertry are 
thoſe who hanker after Rule If to fit and ſerve in 
Parliament be to Rxle, this the Law never underſtood in 
England ; and the Writ of Summons to Parliament faith 
no ſuch thing 3 the Rule and Empire being'veſted in the- . 
King and thoſe that are by Law deputed under Him for 
that purpoſe. It was never otherwiſe underſtood till 
that fatal Parliament inFo&TY ONE, whea they wreſt- 
ed the Kw/e out. of the hand of the King and His inferionr 
Magiſtrates. There were then ſuch a Sort of Gextry got 
1ata. the Houſe, | though- but few in compariſon of the 
whole number, that in order to the gaining of all Aale. 
into their awn-hands, from their FeHlow-Members as well * 


as the King, firſt placed it-in the. harids of Loydon-Pren- 


tices 
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tices , till by Tumualts and Tumnultuows Voting they drave 
away the reſt of the. Gentry as'well asithe King and the 
majority of the Lords, and never left till themſelves be- 
came. the onely Lerds of Mi/-rule. Such Gentry'as thoſe 
were, are they that 'now-reckon of. Ruling in Parliament 
one day. or other; it\they ca but be rid of this, and per- 

ſwade the People to chuſe em, having tothat end a great 
' confidence in(the.ſtrength of the Tongues and Lungs of 
their Azbulatory-Chaplains. The reſtof the Gentry un- 
derſtand them well enough and-al] their Windings , and 
do very well know and are ſatisfied, that here is a full Par- 
liament, all places, of Members having beca fill'd up by 
Ele&ion of new ones as faſt as they were vacant ; and 
that,a convement.duration-of this Afſembly-of the Peo- 
ples Repreſentatives (as he calls-them) is the only Expe- 
dient to, prevent the Deligne of that reftlels FaTiorn, in 
whoſe Service this Di/olver and his Scribling Companions 
are liſted, . And now todo the Feat,- he ventures at mat- 
ter.of Law too : and his Arguments are all ſumm'd up in 
what follows. 


DISSOLVER. 


By the Statute of 4 EDw.3. cap: ro. and 36 EDW.3. 
-cap.14. and by other Statutes, a Parliament is to meet Once 
withina yeer. But diretly contrary to thoſe Statutes this 
lai} Prorogation 9rder'd the Parliament not to meet with- 
in a yeer, but ſome months aſter : ani therefore either the 
Prorogation ir null and n0id 'in Law,-and conſequently the 
Sitting and AGFing as a Parliament is at an end; or Ne by 
your Sitting and Ating you will admit avid juitifie, that a 
particalar:Order.of the King is to be obey'd,though contrary 
to an AF of Parliament, and thereby ſubvert the Govern- 
ment of .Bngland by. Lew. '' 80 alſo the King's Order is ' 

: e 
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be obeyed againi# Magna Charta, Petition of Right, Cc; 
and we have neither life nor liberty ſecured unto ws. 


Then the Di//olver , by vertue of the foregoing Lines, 
goes on to ſpend four or five pages in ſetting Srth the 
great hazard of our Laws, Liberties, and Properties, as if 
all were true he ſaid , and concludes all are gone, if the 
Prorogation beyond twelve months were 4 good one ; but 
he faith 'tis nab, and the Parliament nnll'd therewith. 


ANIMADVERSION. 


Such ſmall Faggots of Argumentation as theſe are now 
bound up in Books to fire the Nation if it be poſlible ! 
They firſt make falſe Conſtruftions of the two Statutes 
of Edw. 3. telling the world the King is by them bound 
to hold a Parliament once within every yeer ; and if we 
could grant that to be the Statutes meaning , then they 
might have ſome ſhadow of Reaſon to make Conclufions 
to their own mindes, But I have already made evident, 
that they either miſunderſtand the Statutes, or craftily 
wrelt the ſence of them : There is no iatent in the Sta- 
tutes , that Parliaments be call'd yeerly ex ab/olxto, but 
they contain a clear Hypotheſis, as a Salvo tor the un- 
doubted legal Prerogative of the King, in the words 1F 
NEED BE ; (0 that 'tis ſuppoſed ia the Statutes the King 
hath , by his Prerogative-Royal, 2 Right of Judging the - 
time when it is needful to call a Parliament, becauſe He, 
and none but He can Call. Therefore 'tis. to be admir'd 
there ſhould ſo many words be made about ſo plaia a bu- 
ſineſs:; For, were never ſo much a Conſpirator in formin 
Devices for the Deſtru&ion. of this Parliament, woul 
tinde out ſome more ſalid Zaſts tro build my Arguments | 
upon thati 4 wanifeit Contradidtion , or elle —_ 
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would for ſhame be.filent : The two Statutes ſay,: we 
{hall have frequent Parliaments, and fo frequent as once 
a yeer if there be need ; But the FaFiows Diſſolver main- 
tains the ſence of them to be, that we ſhall bave Parlia- 
ments once a yeer though there be zo need ; fo that you 
ſee upon what a wretched Bottom heand the reſt of them 
do build their Argumentations, and the high-flown flou- 
riſhes of diſcourſe which they” ſo diligently Priat and 
ſpread abroad, to deceive the weaker unwary People, and 
intoxicate them with diſaffetion to this Parliament, and 
to the lawful Prerogative and Government of His Majeſty. 
But if they can make no better $qxibs than this to blow 
up a Parliament, they had belt give it over : for, the King 
not being bound up by Law withia a yeer, he is at liber- 
ty to Prorogue beyond the limit of a yeer, and fo the 
Fifteen Months Prorogation was and is good , though it 
hath been ſeldom that there have been b long Proroga- 
tions : For,that is no Argument againſt the Wiſdom and 
Power of the King to exceed ſome days or months, if He 
ſeeth in prudence 1t be pro bozo Pablico, and that urgent 
Reaſons of State do require it : and there is nothing in 
all our Law that ſpeaks a ſyllable to the contrary, if right- 
ly conſider'd. | 
Therefore to unwinde the Bottom which the Di//olver 
hath entangled, let me with aſſurance determine this 
Point, which is the Standard by which you may meaſure , 
all that they have ſaid or can ſay. If thoſe. two Statutes 
did not confme the Parliament's fitting toTwelve months, 
then the Kings Proroguing His Parliament to Fifteen 
months was no violation of the faid Statutes : If no Sta- 
tute be thereby violated, then the Prorogation was and is 
good. If fo, then the Parliament is as firm in Being as 
ever any Prorogued Parliament was or canbe, and con- 
ſequently the Laws which they have. made or ſhall moſs 
: | after 


after the Prorogation are as perfe& and obligatory upon 
us as any other Laws that ever were made in this Nation: 
And 'tis ( no queſtion) a_ Crime little leſs than an _en- 
deavour at the Subverſion of Parliament, for any perſons 
by Speeches or Prints, in or out of the Houſes, to carry 
on a Deſigne of arguing a Diſſolution of this, thereby to 
perſwade the People againſt Obedience and Sabmiſhon 
to it. Nor can this Aſlertion of mine be conſtrued, as if 
I maintained any thing in derogation of that Freedom 4 
ſpeech which ought to be had 1n Parliament, and whic 

I count abſolutely neceſſary for the Debate and the Dif. 
patch of the Grand Afﬀairs. But then that freedoms of 
ſpeech ought to be qualified with ſo much Modeſty and 

Reverence,as not to run to ſuch licentious diſcourſe as the 

Laws make Criminal : for, next to downright, Treaſonows 
diſcourſe, none can be worſe than that which tends to the 

Violent Diſſolution of a Parliament; that is to ſay, with- 

out the King's conſent, or againſt His will. What then 

do they deſerve who have been ſuch buſie Speech-makery 

both in and out of Parliament, to bring that End about 

againſt the King's conſent, and againſt the Laws ? Or that 

ſhall preſume to do it hereafter ; ſeeing the two Houſes 

have given their Judgment in the Caſe, contrary to the 

interpretation of all Fa&tious Penmen and Talkers? 

But the Diſolver goes further than this, and takes up- 
on himſelf the perſon of the People of Egland, and in 
their Name falls to downright threatning of both Houſes 
of Parliament, in the following words. | 


DISSOLVER. 


Pages 9 and 10. This we ſay not, Gentlemen, by way of” 
acknowledgment, that you are in a Legal capacity now, to 
do ws either good or hurt ; for your day is done, and your 

| E 2 power 


power expired ; but that you may not like a Snuff ſmell i 
= you are out. . For, the reaſon why we more partica- 
arly dire our ſelves to you is, becauſe of the Charader 
Jou have born, that therefore you ſhould not ſeem ſo much 
#s to give Prerogative the upper hand of the Law. That ſo 
however you have lived, yet all may ſay and witneſs for you, 
that you died well, and made 4 worthy End. If not , we 
Hope the whole Nation will ftrily obſerve every man a> 
mong you, that to ſit a little longer yet , would ſacrifice to 
this Prorogation the very bei? of Laws, and in them all 
#he Laws and Liberties of England. The two Statutes of 
-EDw,. 3. were declared to be in force by your Selves, in the 
Sixteenth yeer of the King, in the new Triennial ACt ther 
Paſſed; and we are ſure there hath been no new Parliament 
ſme to Repeal them. 


ANIMADVERSION. 


What need this phrentick impertinent Clauſe here at 
Taſt , ſeeing that no man affirms thoſe two Statutes to be 
Repealed ? Let them ſtand forever as Laws,to (hew that as 
we had and have a Right to a frequencie.of Parliaments, 
fo alſo that the King hath a Right of Prerogative to judge 
whether there be need of having then ſo often as every 
yeer. "And thus mnch is to be underſtood alſo by the 
tenour of the new Trienniel AG, paſſed by this Parlia- 
ment, to prevent Inconveniences hapning by the long inter- 
ariſſion of Parliaments ;; for they. name the two Statutes 
of Edward the Third, but make no mentionof a Right to 
Parliaments ozce every yeer,the words of the Act referring 
tothoſe Statutes, berng theſe onely [ becanſe by them Parli- 
aments are tobe held very often which is the very ſame 
vhat I grant and affirm to be the meaning of the. ſaid Sta- 
wites ; and' their not affirming a+jot more, than I do, im- 
hens ens rntecd hd lit SLEEK f plieth- 


plieth, that they underſtood them no otherwiſe than I do, 
m general terms for a Declarative Frequencie ; but whe- 
ther within a yeer or oftner, they ſay not a word : touch- 
ing which it is to be preſumed they would not have 
been filent, if they had underſtood it to be the Right of 
the People to have had certain Parliaments yeerly, whenas 
the Statutes declare not abſo/xtely, but onely with-condi- 
tion 1F NEED BE. ot ey 
And becauſe all mouthes ſhould be ſtopped , and no 
room left for an Objetion which i!|-minded heads, or jea- 
lous, may make, and is made uſe of by theſe our FaTious 
Book:-makers, viz. that our having of Parliaments is by 
this means left to the King's pleaſure, when he pleaſe to 
judge them needful ; bzhold, there is no reaſon for ſuch 
objecting , becauſe the nature of His power to judge [ 
maintain not to be abſolute, whether we ſhall have Parlia- 
ments or not ; but whether it be needful to have one, or 
more, (© oft as within every yeer. Therefore the high 
Wiſdom of this preſent Parliament is to be magnified in 
contriving that rew-Triennial AG in ſuch a manner , as 
prevents all the frivolous Objetions that may be made by 
any other perſons. For in the later end of the AR, they 
pray in theſe words: | That it may be: Declared and En- 
ated, And be it Declared and EnadGed by the Authority a- 
foreſaid , That hereafter the Sitting and Holding of Par- 
lraments ſhall not be intermitted or diſcontinued above 
Three years at the mot; but that within Three yeers aſter 
the determination of this preſent Parliament, and ſo from 
time to time within Three yeers after the determination of, 
any other Parliament or Parliaments, OR IF THERE BE. 
OCCASION MORE OFTEN, your Majeitie, your Heirs and. 
Succeſſors, do iſſue out your Writs for Calling, Aſſembling, 
and Holding of another Parliament ;, to the end there. may 
be a frequent Calling, Aſſembling, and Holding of Parlia- 


ments. 


[38] 
ments,once in Three yeers at the leait.) What can bede- 
ſired more than this AC hath provided for > We have by 
it ſecured a Parliament every Three years after this is en- 
ded 3 which is more than ever you had before. And if 
you will not be contented with my Sence in expounding 
the TwoStatutes of Edward the Third,take here the ſence 
and judgment of the whole Parliament; They have Pro- 
vided allo for yeerly Parliaments or oftner, in theſe words, 
IF THERE BE OCCASION, as fully as Edward the Third 
did by the words 1# NEED BE 1n thole ancient Statutes, 
the Prerogative of the King being left here entire,to judge 
whether there be OCCASION, as it was in the former Sta- 
tutes to judge whether there be NEED of Parliaments 
every yeer or not : And ſo you ſee 'tis the ſence of this 
Parliament declared in their Firſt days of Sitting many 
yeers ago, that no more than this was meant by the Par- 
liament of King Edward. 

Behold alſo how great the Wiſdom, Conceſſion, and 
Tenderneſs of His Majeſtte hath been towards us in this 
Particular, that to remove all Fears and Jealoufies which 
Seditious men plant and nouriſh in the mindes of weak 
people, about His poſſible Delaying of Parliaments long, 
He did fo graciouſly concur with his Parliament in the ſaid 
Triennial AF to ſecure us in the Golden mean (as T once be- 
fore told you) betwixt the having #00 frequent or too few 
Parliaments in time to come ! Moſt ungrateful then are 
they, and moſt malicious, and the Peoples greatelt Ene- 
mies, who by their dark deſperate Contrivances, have ſo 
many yeers been caſting Rubs in the way of this Parlia- 
ment, to interrupt and impede the Noble Work of Settle- 
ment, which 1s moſtlikely to be done by them,or by none 5 
and had not the FaG@ior hindred, it had been done long 
ago; ſo that we might ere now have ſeen Parliaments in 
motion upon this fair Wheel of a well-ordered Succeſſion. 


Judge 


[39] 


Judge then I pray you how little cauſe this Clamorotis 
unreaſonable Di//olver hath to revile this moſt Loyal kb- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, or impute to them a facrifi- ' 
cing of our Rights and Liberties, which every days tranſ- 
action ſhews, when they are fitting, they do moſt ſtudi- 
ouſly maintain : Whereas if he and his Felow-Diſſolvers 
might have their Ends to put an end to their Sitting be- 
fore they have done their Work, it would by experience 
be ſoon found the onely way to run, us out into Anarchy, 
and that they have been the onely Bank that kept out the 
great Floud of endleſs Conteſts and Confuſions which un- 
avoidably would follow a preſeat Diſſolution, I could, 
without the help of a ſpirit of Prophecie,give an account 
of+all beforehand , had I time or room to tell you the 
Story. 

But now 'tis time to behold the DISSOLVER's Threat- 
nings. He tells the Houſe The whole Nation will ftrily 
obſerve every man among them, that, to ſit a little longer, 
doth ſacrifice to the late Prorogation made in 1675. But 
this 1s not all : He proceeds farther in more plain terms, . 
as followeth, page 10 and 16. 


DISSOLVE R. 


Do not think to ſalve your Authority by your own Vote : 
for We (that is, the men of Shaftsbury, the Faltion) muit 
tell you, that no Parliament which js not antecedently ſo, 
can make it ſelf a Parliament by Vote. Do not think the 
People of England will do that indignity to their Laws ; 
that difhonour to the Finger of God, which by ſo ſtupendious 
and over-ruling Providence hath Diſſolved you +, or that 
- diſſervice to their own Intereit, as ever to acknowledge you 
any more for their Repreſentative. And pag.17. Where- 
fore unleſs you will ſtand upon Record as Oppreſſors of - 

the 


[49] 
the People of England, &c. And a little after he ſaith 
thus : It zs onely your ſingle fear that the People will not 
chuſe you again, that can make you do ſo and ſo, becauſe you 
doubt they will credit you no more : for oppoſing the Interei# 
of the People is never the way to be choſen again. And 
page 18. Pray you (faith he) remember the former long 
Parliament, how the People unroofted them, and took ven- 
geance upon them, their Lives, their Liberties, and the Fore 
tunes of moit of them. And pag. 19, he addes, Let not 
the vain perſwaſion delude you, that no Precedent can be 
Found that one Engliſh Parliament hath hang'd up another, 
GC. An unprecedented Crime calls for an unprecedented 
Puniſhment ; and we faithfully promiſe we will uſe our ut= 
moit endeavours, when a new Parliament ſhall be called, to 


chuſe ſuch as ſhall, &c. and ſo forth. 


ANIMADVERSION, 


Hold, hold, S1k ! what d'ye mean ? you'll crack the 
Strings by and by which ſhould hang Us. What ſhall we 
have next ! A Switzerland-Reformation ! Muſt the No- 
bility and Gentry of this Parliament all to the Pot when 
theſe Reformers can get a New one £ And for no other 
cauſe but ſitting longer than thoſe our New Maſters that 
won'd be would have 'em 2 See how furioufly the Fa- 
tion would ride if they could get into the: Saddle : but 
they do well to tell us ſo before they have got a foot in 
the Stirrup. 

Me thinks, ye men of Shaftsbury, I ſee in this Book a 
Print of the Noble hand that wrote it, and of his heart 
too, which plainly threatens that he would, if he could, 
furniſh ws with a Precedent, to teach Poſterity that One 
Parliament may hang another. What then would a Parlia- 
ment quickly do with ſuch a DISSOLVER as _ 
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if they knew where to fidde him out > But the ſger pf 
God (which he talks of ) may ere long point him out 7 
a ſtupendique manner, before he can bring about his brave 
intended DISSOLUTION. | 
In the reſt of his Book to'the very end, he goes raving 
on at the like rate, telling Stories of time paſt about the 
hanging of two Lord Chief Juitices, and a Lawyer that was 
one of the Kings learned Counſel ; and of three Judges, 
and of forty Judges more, and of Empſon and Dudley, in 
the Reigns of King Alfred, Edward theThird, Richard the 
Second, and Henry the Eighth, But to what end is all this 
reckon'd up,unleſs it be to fluſh the Phantſies of the Rab- 
ble, right or wrong, againſt the good time of DI $880 L- 
VING, which is as much long'd-for by the Fa#7or , as 
= Jews long for the day of their yet-expetted XMeſ- 
tab. 
} At length he comes toconclude with an Exhortation to 
the People , of Diſobedience to the Acts of this Parlia- 
ment.3_ That in the mean time they refuſe to pay Taxes, 
or obey any other of their AFs, without firit trying their 
validity by due proceſs of Law. And he exhorts allo 'the 
Turies, that npon Tryals they ſhould not finde againi? their 
neighbours, So hae is the Trumpet blown outright fer 
Rebellion. ' But ſeeing he hath been ſoplentiful in Stories 
out of our Chronicles about Examples of Harging , he 
ſhould have'been alſo on the Peoples ſide fo charnable, 
as to inform them , how we nowhere in our Chronicle 
can finde a Rebelling againſt payment of Taxes , but it 
always ended in Hanging the Peck Cade, the Fat Tylers, 
and Captain' Mendals, with all the like Predeceflors of 
this Leading Diſſolver. But ot @ word of the Pudding : 
He is fo tender of the People, that he will not fright 'em, 
his Bufineſs being to draw ix as many and as faſt as he'can, 
Mutiny, nintiny, ty dear-Conntry-men , (faid a Rebel in a 
: F Stage- 
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- a lay) orelſe 1 ſhall be bang d, 8&c: So there is ar 
End of the D I Fs SOLVE KR, and his Threetnings. 


The next Seditious Pamphlet that came abroad , ap- 
peared with the Title of A. Seaſonable Pueition and an 
Uſeful Anſwer, &c, TI have view'd this Author very well : 
but after a ſtri& impartial Search of him all over, I finde 
that. as to matter of Law he writes. little, yea nothing at 
all, but what hath. been ſaid in other words by the two. 
foregoing Writers : yet becauſe he hath interwoven. ma+ 
ny ſubtil infinuations under pretence of Law,, and man 
Scandalous Additions ; I am. conſtrained to take him alfo- 
1g pieces, and more effefually diſſolve him, than he can. 
the Parliament, the defigne of this Pamphleter being the 
ſame with his fellows. | 

' And I am the more willing to tire my felf out at this 
Work, that His Majeſties good Subje&s may be throyghl 
informed of. all that the Fa@jor: is able ta. alledge ink 
the Legal exiftence.and duration of this preſent Parlia- 
ment 3. and then the better judge of the unreaſonableneſs 
of. theſe mens Suggeſtions, which they ſcatter.all over the 
Land to impoiſon the mindes of men, and. prepare them 
- fos the old pious work of Rebe/ing , after the mode of 
EORTY ONE. For, as it was in the days. of Soloworr., 
ſoall the Deſignes they are now upon, do well agree with 
the Text, There is nothing new under the ſun. You ſhall 
ſce.the old Game of Covenanting, Sequeitring, Slaughter 
ing, Plundering, Committees, increaſe of Taxes, with all 
the ſhapes of 2ſetaworphoſis in Governments, and mileries 
Atted over again ,. if theſe men may prevail. - They are 
likely to give us nothing New but a New Parliament, and. 
that: ſhall. be a Swinger, as the DISSO.LVER hath promi- 
&d us, and told us he bath taken care for the New Ele- 
Zon:. -. ſo that the Howſe ſhall appear New in its aac ol 
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bat in its Tz-ſede as like the 0/d one as one Nut is like 
another. | 

Here perhaps ſome captious man of malice may be wil- 
ling to miſtake me, as rf I did declaim againſt New Par- 
liaments. But that I may prevent thoſe that lie at Catch, 
let them know I plead not againſt them ; but the having 
of any other Parliament brought on by Fa&tous Cla- 
mours and Qutcries, in Print or otherwiſe , till :his Par- 
liament hath finiſh'd the Work now in their hands, for 
Setling the Nation with fare Laws and Proviſions againſt 
_— and Tearing of it by manifold Fations. But to 


r . 
: This Book which I am now to DiſſeQ,is grounded up- 
on mere Fi#;on.lIt ſuppoſeth a Leeter from a perſon new- 
ly choſen to fit a Member of this Parliament ; one thart, 
before he would make ſo great a Journey to London, de- 
fires a Friend of his, a Bencher of the Temple , becauſe 
there hath been a great noiſe in the Country , that by Law 
Parliaments are to be held once a yeer, and that whereas 
this Parliament was Prorogued to three months above the 
terzs of a year, the Prorogation being thereby illegal , the 
Parliament mui# needs be null and in Law Diſſolved. And 
therefore he would be loth to come up two hundred miles to 
put his neck in a Nooſe by ſetting here as a Member, unleſs 
his friend the Bencher would ſatisfie him of the truth of 
the matter, and _ hins to come. This is the ſum of 
the 2uefFion : and the Fable is ſo laid, forſooth, that the 
pretended Bencher undertakes to give him his Reſolntior 
upon the Poiat. | 


BENCHER. 


This is a Queſtion of the greate# moment, that ever was 
moved in England, vis. CER Parliament be = 
2 ary 
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Diſſolved by the laif Prorogation for fifteen months. 
> hy our) anſwer it ought firit to = Wh » whether a. 
Prorogation. ordered and continued beyond a yeay, can be 
made to agree with ow Laws, and the Statutes of the 
Realm ; particularly thoſe two Statutes of Edward the 
third, which were ve-inforced by that AG of the ſixteenth. 
Caroli primi 3 which was repealed by the AG of the ſixteenth 
Caroli ſecundi,wherein this Parliament acknowledged thoſe 
Statutes. of Edw. 3. to be ſtill the Laws and S$tetutes of the 


Realm ;, and they in this AGF enateq no Clauſe that abates- 
their force. 7 | 


ANEMADVERSTON. 


It is indeed a Queſtion of the greate#, and withal of 
the ſiighteit- moment that ever was in England - flight in! 
the ature of it, but greetei# in the Conſequence ;, and I 
will ſhew you how.. That in its.nature'tis but {light and: 
tdle., appears molt abundantly by what -I-have already 
given. you inthe former part of theſe Arimaduerſeors. To: 
which give me leave to-adde alſo, that ithad never been : 
brought under Queſtion, if one war i 4. correr had not. 
failed 1a all other Tricks to bring abont ati antzwely Dzj- 
ſolution of the Parliament. For, as\ſoon as ever he was: 
lifeed out of the Court, the former PAC2QUET ſhew'd 
how bravely he plaid his Game im Parliament, by imbar- 
quing both Houſes in-Diputes about Privitedges, which: 
raiſed ſo-many Broils to hinder them from difpatch' of Bu-, 
ſineſs, that all good endeavours were made vain, the Par-- 
hament it ſelf became a while uſeleſs to the. King, and:uns. 
able to do any thing to relieve the preſſing Neceſſities of . 
the Kingdom ; that ſo-by tiring: out the patience and ex- 
peCtations- of Prince and people, there might have fol- 
low'd a-willingnels qn all {ides, to. admit'6f an Argument 
for this 'Perliaments:Bi//o/ntion, andthe calling of his Plof- 
ted. New one. 3 1 
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"But the effe& of theſe his Artifieial Contrivances ha« 
ving been prevented by the Wiſdom of His Majeſtie and. 
His Two Houſes, then he had recourſe to this laſt Device. 
of picking a Hole, if poſſible, in this point of the Proro- 
gation, which, with the afliſtance of a few. Difaff-&ed 
Lawyers and others, was preſehtly done, by falſe Expo- 
ſitions and Gloſſes upon old Statutes ; and from h 
ſprang, the Original of this frivolous Queſtion about the 
legality of this Parliament's Ionger Sitting 3 which they: 
with more, Impudence than Conſcience determine inthe. 
Negative, as hath been manifeſted unto you ; ſo that who-. 
ever ſhalt concur with them , muſt obſtinately offer vio- 
lence to his own Reaſon, and all the known Rules of Ar-- 
gumene,if after dae Conſideration he ſtiall adhere to their. 
Opinion. ys OED ES far {lat 
Moreover, though the Queſtion in it ſelf be but (light, 
yet as to the Conſequence-I-agre& it may be of exceed- 
ing moment, as the Deviters thereof intended it.-. Far, 
they meant to-delude the people mto a mifunderſtanding , 
of the Laws, a Jealonfte of their Liberties, and a difpolie 
tion to, Tumutts; to the. hazard'of their Peace, their Lives 
and Fortiines, by new Commotions.- Their Deſigne is,by 
' raifing the duftpbont this Gneſtron, to pur it in your eyes, 
that:you'may not diſcern Right from Wrong; - Their Bu- 
fineſs is to get thernſelves; by the help of x Popular Oproar, - 
into a Governing poſture 3. and to this ent they tompaſs - 
Sea and Land to make Proſelytes, to carry on a general 
Crucifixion of: the preſent Governaurs ; Cares and Sor- 
rows, that is, a Crown of: Thorns, they prepare for the head 
of the King, Scandals for his Miniſters, a Level for the 
Nobility, a Putfal forthe: B;ſbops, a Yoke for the Gentry,” 
and a FoolfCoatitor al:theComwmurrs that they can ſeduce: - 
meo their Party; :in- which they have' leiſure to repent, 
and vace mare pay Taxes to fellow-Subjedts; who-(as-ye 


_y may 
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may remember) do know how to ride you , -being ready 

Booted and Spurr'd, if you pleaſe once more to ſet them 

-_ berſebacks till you ſigh and confeſs what a Poet ſaid 
019, 


---Nec enim Libertas gratior extat 
©u4am Domino ſervire bono.--- 


As for the two Statutes of Edward the third, you know 
T have granted , that the Triennia! AG of Charles the fe- 
cond doth not at all infringe their force 4 and I have told 
you I wiſh they may for ever ſtand to preſerve the Right 
of the King in calling frequent Parliaments when he judg- 
eth theme neceſſary , as well as to maintain the Rights of 
the People in having them. 


- 


BENCHER. 


He taſks next of a Statnte made in Richard the ſecond's 
Reign, That Parliaments be held gens to redrefi delays in 


Suits, and to end ſuch Caſes as the Judges doubt. ' 

Alſo, that in the Ninth of Richard the ſecond, the 
Duke of GloxceiFer told the King , That one old Statute 
and laudable Cuitom is approved , that the King once 4 
yeer do ſummon his high Conrt of Parliament, as you may 
read in Grafton. 


ANIMADVERSIO N. 


Firſt, you have onely Graftox's word that the Duke of 
Glowceiter ſaid ſo. And ſuppoſe the Duke did ſay fo, you 
have onely the Duke's laying for it 3 and he doth not name 
the time of that o/d. Statute's making : for, no ſuch Sta- 
tute was in being till the time of Richard's Grandfather, 


VIZ» 
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viz. King Edward the third; and then that ſhort ſucce(- 
fion of time from him could not make any.ſfuch Statute 
an old one. But I grant there had been an ancient'Cu- 
tom of yeerly Parliaments, till at length the people grew 
weary of it ; which (no doubt) was the reaſon why the 
Houſe of Commons in Edward the third's time, agreed to 
paſs thoſe Statutes ,, not to have them ſo frequent-unleſs 
the King ſhould ſee need. For, this ſence is clearly im-> 
plied in the very words of the firſt of the two Statutes, as 
I have ſhewn before. Beſides, I once again aflure'you, 
No ſuch Statute is to be found that faith any thing about 
the matter, in the times elder than Edward ; onely there 
had been a Cuſtom , which. the people held as lauda- 
= till they ſaw reaſon.to alter it in that King. Edward's 
ay's. 

As-for yeerly Parliaments to redref delays in Suits of 
Law ,. and end difficult Caſes , . there is no ſuch Statute 
which he mentions to be found z nor is it likely that the 
Commons ſhould be called to ſuch kinde of work of de- 
termining ſuch Suits, they having never had juriſdiction ſo 
to do.. Nor could it. have been a Parliament , after the 
manner of the Parliamentary Conſtitution then in being, 
if the Lords had aſſembled aloe to end Suits: Therefore 
it is in no.wiſe likely that there ever wasany/Intention to 
make ſuch, a. Statute about the - Calling of Parliaments 
yeerly to end ſuch Law-ſuits.. Nor are ſuch difficult Suits 
as pals the skill of the Judges, or ſo many of them, hap- 
pening conſtantly .in a yeers.time, as to. need a Parliament: 
to end them. 


BENCHER 


The. ancient way (a5 Dunwallo'writes,) beld Annial 
Parliaments four. bandred. yeers before: Chriit:; | and the. 
Mue- 


% 
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Muronr-of Juſtice ſaith , King Alfred ordained Parlis. 
ments twice:in the yeer, or oftner ; and William the Con» 
gqueror did. the like. | | 


ANIMADVERSION. 


Here learned. Mr. Bercher ſhews his Reading. So the 
old Britains went naked before Chriſt's time, and many 
odd faſbions came up in the times of the Saxonr;the Dares, 
and Norxearrs, both in Cloaths and Government. Doth 
this oblige us tothe like now > To what end then is this 
old any we end! 5-4 brought hither to ſtuff his Pamphler ? 
I have granted" over over, that Parhaments of old 
were do frequent as he faith : but'I ſuppoſe it would do 
the people of England little ſervice to tell them what a 
ſortof Parliaments they were, and how compoſed of Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal; &&-c. I ſuppoſe we ſhould'be loth 
to have ſuch Parliaments now. And yet je to'Mr. 
Bencher's learned way of Arguing, 'if - we be 0 _—_ 
one Circumſtance of Example, we are alſo as much bound 
to obſerve the other. [If tothe timing of Parliaments as 
of old, then alſo to'the: form and manner of them. But 
Time arid Law having ;provided better things for the 
people; his Worſhip's way of arguing Us into old Faſhi-' 
ons again is as pertinent, \as-if he wonld prove John a 
Nokes ſhould; be bonnd to make all good that was deviſed 
by his ſexteen hundred and tenth great-great-great-Graud- 
father,. whoſe name was John-e-Stiles, if the Writings 'of 
the Deviſe were to be found in Durwallo., OO 


BENCHER. 


I mui? tell you, there art thoſe that affirm the Laws for 
 Annuat. Parliaments'#0. be Muſty-obſdlete ——_ whoſe | 
2 rength 
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ſtrength and life are devoured by Time. Bu# #t is er0u 
wy £0 ſtop their mouthes, that they have been Declared by" 
Parliaments, within forty yeers Tait pail, to be the Laws of 
our Realm. | 


ANIMADVERSION. 


Who are. they that are ſo weak-headed as to 
are Muſty and Obſolete ? Neither his Majeſtie nor his] 
liament will give 'em thanks far ſaying fo: nor doth 
Prorogation need ſuch an Allegation to maintain it 'g00 
T have ſufficiently ſhewn , that the ſence of the two, Sta 
tutes, if entirely taken, makes fully for the _ſ of the 
King to judge whether Parliaments Annvally be tjeetifyl 
or not : and that within Forty yeets time two Parlia- 
meats. have confirm'd their Frequencie, and fo frequent as 
every yeer, or oftner, if his Majeſtic ſee Occaſion ſhall re- 
quire their Aſſembling ſo often, "Therefore he hath much 
more reaſon to defend them, than the Fa&#ioz hath ro 
make ſuch ado about them , unleſs they could* get mote 
Ng to their own Cauſe by a Rational ConſtruQibn of 
R | 


BENCHER. 


41 Lord Coke ſaith, Inſtit. part 1, page 81. That no 4& 
of. Parliament can loſe Its force, or be ong by Non- 
uſer, axlef the Reaſon of it {eh and by change of time it 
become a publike Miſchief, &c, © Te=rs; 


ANIMADVERSION: 


It { | the Reaſon. for having conſtant yeerly Parlia- 
, vents did fail in Edward te Third m4 fall e his Par- 
"2" Midmihe 


[50] 
liament had never deviſed thoſe two Statutes, and put in 
the words IF NEED-BE, fo far to change the arcient 
Cuſtorms of their frequencie, as not to hold them fo often, 
unleſs Need require; and of that Neceſlity wha can be 
a Judge but the King, whom our Laws have Hereditarily 
inveſted with all the Rights of Governmear, of which this 
fart of Judicatory power is a principal > Wherefore,the 
Reaſon of the ancient on mars being out of date Iong 
fiace, it was well done by this Parliament, upon new Rea- 
fon more ſuitable to the Conditioa and Temper of this 
Age, to aſcertain us of holding Parliaments in the future 
with frequencie more convenient for us. 

However, 'tis worth the obſervation what his Maſter- 
_ſhip doth grant, that Non-ſer may antiquate Ads of Par- 
liament, and make them loſe their Force, if the Reaſon 0 
them Poprs , Or if by change of time they become a Kr 
Miſchief. As for the Reaſon of King Edward's AQ, T have 
ſhewan already that his Parliament had nothing in their 
Reaſon of making them, that ſavours of the Old Cuſtom 
of zeerly frequencie, otherwiſe than with Condition there 
ſhall be need : nor do they contain any fence that gives us 
cauſe to plead that they are awtiquated, or to defire an 
antiquation of them 3, becauſe to. Repeal them would be 
an Injury to the King. But next let 'me adde this, that in 
the twe late Triennial AG. .it_is implied, that in theſe 
_ days things arealtet'd'to ſuch a paſs, that there was high 
Reaſon to be'no longer bound tothe ancient Cuſtom of 
that Annual frequenci? which: his Maſter ip pleads for 5 
and thereby you have the"Determigation' of two Whole 
Parliaments, the FoR TY ONE Parliament and this Par- 
lament, that the'Reaſon of the faid Cyſfom at Common 
law fails, and that publike Inconveniences, jf not puhlike 
Miſchief, would Bttow, i it were pratifd_t our Time, 
ex elſe 'tis in' reaſon £0'be $i thiy' rievet Told 
G: Ve 
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have alter'd it. Therefore, ſeeing his Meſterſbip doth ad- 
mit what I have made evident 1n the foregoing part of 
this Diſcourſe, that there hath been a Nox-»ſer of King 
Edward's two Statutes, in any ſuch feace as he and his fel- 
lows do impoſe, they having never been fo put in pm 
by Edwerd himſelf, or by any ſucceeding King to this day, 
we with all aſſurance conclude,that a pleading of Nox-uſer 
15 a good Plea againſt the two Statute's being in force for 
ſuch an abſolute yeerly frequencie , as the Faction doth in- 
ſiauate iato the mindes of the people : Eſpecially when 
two Parliaments before-nam'd have judged,that Reeſor of 
publike Good and Convenience now lies againſt” havin 
them ſo frequent as within a yeer, and that the time 
Three yeers is ſoon enough, wnleſ there be need. 

Nothiag then but a ſpirit of Sedition or Treaſon would 
have fixed ſuch aConfirutFion as thele men have lately made 
upon the ſaid Statutes, with a mighty Clamour, as if Nozſe 
would carry it among reaſonable men. But their Conſtru- 
Gion being every way proved naught, all the Arguments 
founded upon that Bottom do neceſſarily fall; and Maſter 
Bencher and the reſt of the Diſputants ought to be tri 
before a Bench of Academian Sophifters, that they may be 
brought under Correttion for that wretched Beggery, 4 
Begging of the Oneſtion. | 
* Away then with the @xeſtions with which he ſtuffs up 
all the reſt of his Book, becauſe they are grounded upon: 
the ſame fad account of Petitio Principti, and fo-are alto- 
gether impertinent tothe Pointin hand, tilt they can bet- 
ter prove their own ConſtraFtion of the two Statites tobe 
a right one, or that thoſe Statutes were at any time ſince 
their making put in uſe and praftice, upon ſuppoſal of any 
ſuch abſolute Meaning as he and his Fel/ow-writers would 
faſten upon them. His QuetFons follows 15 07G 


620 BEN- 
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BENCHER 

r. Whether the Statutes for yeerly Parliaments may be 

diſpenſed with by the King £ Soveraign Power and Prero- 


gative, being ( as ſome ſay) onely Counſels and Advices to 
the King, not obligatory. 


ANIMADVERSION. 


' Who are thoſe ſoxee that ſay fo > If any did, they talkt 
as idly as Maſter Bercher writes, and as little to the pur- 
poſe ;. for his 2ffter/bip. hereupon ſtarts up an invidious 
Queſtion , Whether the King may diſpence with Laws and 
Statutes ? 
_ I Father ſuppoſe the $ 0ME that ſay ſo never were men 
of God's makiag, but mere ae of ſtraw ſet up by Maſter 
Bercher, for a Tryal of his own Skill in Confutation and 
Conqueſt,and to entertain his Majeſties ſubjefts with Sup- 
poſals that there is (ſtrange Dod&rine at Court in matter 
| Law 3 that fo himſelf may take occaſion to-lug in a 
Of q.Gloourts to prove the Negative, that his Majeftie 
cannot dilpence. _ But know. once for all, that there 1s 
none under heaven who can be more tender of the cur» 
xencie of Law 'and 'Legal Conſtitutions than the King 
Himſelf is, eſpecially ſich as are Parliamentary - and it 
wauld be the joy. of the. Fa&#zov if they could really finde 
Him otherwiſe! z or if they could' by any Tricks of State, 
ſuch as were ſhewn in- ſeveral Sefſiors of Parhament be» 
re laſt February-Seſſeor)): play in upon Him the neceflity 
. having recourſe to that Supreme Law, the Idol of the 
OATY, ONE Parliament (Salas Populi ſuprewe lex.) to 
fave Himſelf agd _ his. People from. juch-Contuftons and 
DeſtruQions as. the Counſels of the FaZor, if they _ 
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ceed, will bring upon us. I may wel call it the 74s/ of 
that Parliament , conſidering how they abuſed that Adg« 
xime in a cauſleſs uſing it againſt his Majeſties Father,per- 
fdiouſly pleading the S.fety of the People to juſtifie what- 
ſoever they did, as confidently as if the People could have 
been lived no other way, if they had kept within the 
Bounds of Ordinary law. But the ordinary path of 
Law is that which his Majeſtie deſires to walk 1n ; and to 
prove the Truth of this, we need onely to recolle& the 
paſt Provocations given Him by the late extravagances of 
ſome men , which would have provoked any Prince leſs 
patient, to other Courſes than - hath taken, to ſecure 
, Himſelf, his Afﬀairs, his Friends, and the. Intereſt of his 
| Crown. And as tathat point of the Prorogation, he did 
not thereby aſſume to Himſelf any power to diſperce with: 
the Laws relating to the Courſe of Parliament, but kept 
w within the Bound of Law, as is abundantly proved : 
Therefore the dragging 1a this 2»eſtior of. yours mult 
needs be very impertinent, as well as maliciouſly mea 
good Maſter Bexcher z and fo are all the vile Inferences: 
that you have made thereupon to catchthe People, 


BENCHER 


2, His Second Potnt under queſtion is, Whether the 
Kings diſmiſfion of the Parliatnext without any day ſet for 
their return, and their continuing ſo beyond a yeer , be a: 
Ditſolution? or whether ſuch a failer in Time onely may by 
A&-of Law diſſolve a Parliament, even egainit. the Will of 
the King ef "* 


ANIMADVERS TON; 
el Vt. oS. | 
. $0, ſa; Allis outzow.. The main Point they drive at- 
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is, to Diſſolve the Patliament againſt the Will of the King : 
but what pretence hath the Bercher for declaring it Diſ- 
ſolved 2 Not a tittle more than what was alledged by 
the DISSOLVER. He ſaid, Diſmiſhon of a Parhament 
ſine Die amounts to a Diſſolution. But how comes it, 
that the Fifteenth of February, the day to which the Par- 
liament was prorogued or diſmiſſed, is reckoned to be No 
day « They prove this #s faſt as Hops, becaule it is to be 
reckoned No day in conſtrution of Law, in regard it ex- 
ceeded three months beyond the term of Twelve, and be- 
yond Twelve no Parliament can by Law live; and dying 
at the yeers end, it cannot be made alive again by Proyo- 
gation.This is a very fine and quick diſpatch: but 'tis to be 
anſwer'd too as faſt as Hops now, that King Edward and his 
Statutes meant no ſuch quick Births and ſudden Deaths of 
Parliaments astheſe men would perſwade us : fo that not- 
withſtanding all the Clouds that ſome perſons raiſed a- 
bout it, the 15th of February appear'd a _ day in Law, 
and to all other intents and purpoſes; and it gave us day- 
light enough to diſcern the vanity and folly of the Fa&jor, 
and its chiefeſt Advocates , with their matchleſs Confi- 
dence,grounded upon the Conſtruction of no better Law- 
yers than Maſter Bencher himſelf and his felows appear to 
be, viz. pitiful Logicians, Lack: learning Lawyers : tor,they 
are his own words, which in pag. 22. he frankly beſtows 
upon all Gentlemen of the long Kobe, that are of leſs ma- 
lice and more underltanding. Therefore his Friend the 
new-elected Member may come up to Town if he pleaſe; 
for the Bodyto which: he. belongs is yetalive, and like to 
continue in good Health, notwithſtanding all the endea- 
vours that have been uſed to put it out of temper. 

Thus far I have been'giving you the utmoſt that hath 
been argued by all the Three books which the Proje&ting 
FaGion have i hatherto proclaimed to be '#xanſwerable c 
But 
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But now you ſee, a very little Learning in Law, they ha- 
ving no Law on their fide, gocs a great way with them : 
They are better at Up-cry, and Oxt-cry,and Down-cry, and 
juſt ſo much Conſtruqion of Law and Goſpel 2s will 
ſerve to beat up Drums in the Pzlpzt ; for,that is the way of 
doing their work, without Wit or Reaſon. And tneclece 
I was willing to ſpend the more time about thole Books, 
that I might not omit any one thing in them that is con(i- 
derable ; that ſo the World may ſee how ſmall cauſe they 
have for all their Clamour ;- and that the Parliament did 
Juſtice, when they condemned ſo many of theſe Prints as 
came to their hands, to be fired by the hand of the Hang- 
man. 


The next Pamphlet that comes to hand is a Thing that 
pretends to little of Argument, -but takes occaſion from 
the Impriſonment of . the Four Lords to rail at and revile 
and ſcandalize the whole Government moſt ſufficiently, e- 
{ſpecially the Parliament 1n the 'moſt odious terms that 
- could be invented. | 

. It is Intituled , A Narrative of the cauſe and manner of 
- the Impriſonment of the Lords , now'cloſe Priſoners in the 
- Tower of London. And it is intended to- walk abroad 
- among the People, to perſwade them that their Lordſhips 
«ſuffer. Martyrdom for maintaining 'the Nation's Rights and 
. Liberties :., whereas the very Truth is, they are but ore 
mans Martyrs, being miſled by him. - *Tis a little lever 
that leveneth the whole Iump. Behold, how great a matter a 
little fire kgndltes: !- Cana man takes fire into his boſome and 
not be burnt ? Nay, though it be but a ſmall $quib, it 
. will do the; Feat if it be hot -welÞ put out, eſpecially on 
the return of Ganpowder-Treaſon-days. Therefore I will 
: be ſocharitable, as not to think thatall the Foxr Lords had 

a.hand 4a:this malicious work. My reaſon is, It can'hard- 


ly 
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'ly conſiſt with a Haw of Homonr , anleſs he be one that 
bath often forfeited it, to be petitioning his Prince, and at 
the ſame time to be plotting a Libel againſt Him, It was 
about the time that the Petition was deliver'd to the King 
at Newmarket in April laſt, that this Printed Narrative 
came to my hand ; and after peruſa}, finding it was full 
fraught with Revenges and Falſities, it proved the occaſi- 
on of my now taking Pen in hand, to cure all the Tetters 
of State that are to be cured with 1k 3; of which noae is 
o virulent and Corroſtve as this. We expect to ſee it more 
openly publiſhed, as ſoon as the FaFiox hall finde the 
lucky day they hope for : but in the mean while the Books 
are kept in and ready dormant all,except thoſe which they 
craftily convey 1n private, to. inflame their Party in City 


and Country againſt this Parliament. It begins thus. 
NARRATIVE. 


On Thurſday the15th of February, the Parliament ( 
they call themſelves) or the Convention (a: I hear others 
generally call them ) met. And at the fame time, a vaſt - 
wumber of people filled Weltminſter-Hall, the Court of Re- 
queſts, the Painted Chamber, the Lobbies , and all places 
meer the Parhament-houſe ; that the like was never ſeen 


upon the Meeting of this, or of any other Parliament in our 
memory. They did earneitly deſire and expe@# they. would 
declare themſelves to be No Parliament. 


ANIMADVERSTON. 


There was little difference betwixt the number of peo- 
pe at the opening of that February-Seſſion, and the num- 
that went-to be at the Opening of -other Seffions of 
Parliament, But -how weak foever this Nerrator's Me- 
mory 
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mory be , I and Thouſands more can remember, and the 
Citie of 'Loxdon can, and will remember, what they got 
by it, when it began to be Flowing water of Rebellion with 
the ſame FaFion 1n 1641 , what a mighty Inundation of 
the Multitude they ſent down to Weſtminſter to fill that 
Hall, and beſides the Lobbies, Court of R:queſts, Court 4 
Wards, and Painted Chamber, that whole Citie, White-haf, 
the Strand and All, was filled with 2 Mad Crew, crying 
out upon King, Evil Counſellors, Biſhops, French and Eng- 
liſh Popery, Fears, Jealouſtes, and Grievances. And as 
Cats are let blood in the Ear many times by old women to 
cure the Shingles, ſo the whole Poſſe of Sermoning Matrons 
( the chiet Gariſon of the Presbyterian Clergie made a 
Sally out o'th' Citie, and went down alſo to bleed Straf- 
ne and Canterbury, as the onely means to cure all our 
Evils. 

I ſhould not mention theſe things, but that I am forced 
with grief of heart to it, now that I ſee the ſame Humours 
would be preached about anew by the ſame impenitent 
reſtleſs Fa@ion, it they could but cheat the 01/4 zen again, 
who ſaw and cannot forget theſe things ſo eaſily 3 but the 
Fa#ion now delude the Tounger men, who never ſaw yet 
a Bleeding, nor the ſport of Bear-baiting the King's Mi- 
niſters and Privie Counſellers, in whom lies all His Safety 
at ſuch a ſeaſon. I remember what ſome of the Leaders 
then ſaid , Have we got him to part with Strafford ? Ther 
he muſt deny ws nothing; the reſt at Court, being frighted, 
will fall in with #s to ſave themſelves : and lo it proved 
too true of too many of them , that for. their childrens 
fakes I forbear the naming. But by this means thoſe Lea- 
ders got the Foot-ball before 'em, and the King was fain 
to run for it, but could never recover it. | 

And then what got the Nation by it ? Ithink we all 
know : but that the. young —_ the Citic. may have 

an - 
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an Account of the Gains of their Predeceſſors, take it as 
follows, it having been drawn up by one that was in 
thoſe days a Member of Parliament. Some concern the - 
Citic alone, and ſome were charged upon both Citie and 
Country. 

I. A Tax called the Royal Subfidie of Three handred 
thouſand pounds. (1 think it was the Tax they got the 
King to paſs, to pay the Scotch Presbyterian Army, which 
themſelves had brought a little before into this Kingdom 
to compaſs their Encs.) 

2. Poll-money. 

3. The Free Loans and Contributions upon the Publike 
Faith, of Money, Plate, Thimbles, Bodkins, Horſe, Arms, 
Cc. amounting to a vaſt incredible ſum. (1 remember, 
and mine eyes ſaw at Guild-hal, Plate brought in out of 
the Citizens houſes, and heaped up like huge Wood- 

les. | 
, 4- Ns Trifh Adventure-money (moſt out of this Citie) 
for paying of lands in Ireland (which the King's Father 
called a dividing of the Bears skzn before they had conque- 
red him.) 

5. The Weekly Meal-mroney; (that is to-ſay, the Citizens 
ſpared a Meal out of their own bellies, converting the 
value of it into Caſh, to be preſented after their Plate.) 

6. The Citie loan, after the rate of fifty Subſidies. 

7. The Aſſeſment of Money to bring on a Presbyterian 
Hrmy of Scots a ſecond time. 

8. The Fifth and. Twentieth part of men's eſtates, 

9. The Weekly Aſſeſment- for the Lord General Eſſex his 
Army. 

10. The Weekly (or Monthly ) Afſeſment for Sir Tho- 
mas Fairfax's Army, 8s 

I:1. The Weekly Aſſeſment for the ſecond Scotch Presby- 


terian Army after it had entered England, - 
12. The 


WEL 
_ The Weekly Aſſeſment for the Britiſh Army in Tree 
and. 

13. The Weekly Aſſeſment for my Lord of Mancheſter's 
Army. 

I4. Free Quarter conmived at by the Rulers. 

I5. Sequeſtrations of the King's, Queen's, and Prince's 
Revenne. 

16. Sequeſtrations and Plunders by Committees. 

17. Exciſe upon all things. | 

Whereupon the Gentleman who drew up this Acconnt 
wrote thus : | By theſe ſeveral Ways and Taxes, about For- 
ty Millions 3» Money and Money s worth were milked out 
of the Nation, the moſt part out of this Cities and that Par- 
liament ( as the Pope did once ) might well have called 
England Puteum inexhauſtum. . 4 vaſt Treaſure it was ! 
ſuch @ one as nothing but a long Peace could have impor- 
ted ; and nothing but pious Frauds, many Follies, and 4 
Mad War conld diſſipate. And yet all this prodigious 
Sum was drained away and ſpent before the yeer 1647. 
in but fix years; ſo that we do not reckon the vaſt Sums 
fetcht ont of the Citie and Kingdom,to carry on the ſuc- 
ceeding Wars which ſprang out of this, in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, betwixt 1647 and 1654. amounting 
to another vaſt Sum of Moneys, of which I am not able 
to give any Account, 

I might reckon alſo the many Tuns of Tears and Blood 
that were drawn out of the eyes and ſides of theſe three 
Nations, which the Pre-byterian Fa#ion can never waſh 
off without Tears of Repentance. But let it not be the 
Repentance of Judss ; ſuch a one as they made in 1648. 
when they ſaw the Ball of Empire caught out of their 
hands into the hands of Cromwe/; and mourned for thar, 
not tor the completed Ruine of the King and his Family 


which themſelves firſt began, and carried on as far as the 
* I coul 
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could. And they muſt look to have it mention'd, eill 
they leave off reviving their o/d Tricks of undermining 
the Government, and embroiling the Nation. Burt this 
may ſerve at preſent, to let the Tourg mer as well as the 
old ſee what the Citie and Kingdom got by being led by 
the Noſe to Weſtminſter for a Crying down and (hifting 
of Governours and State-Miniſters' under the King ; of 
whoſe Faults they knew nothing but what they took up 
upon the Credit of pretended Patriots, but really crafty 
deſigning publike Enemies, as they afterwards appeared 
to be. 

And you perceive alſo how falſe this Narrator is, when 
he tells you, that in the memory of man there never. was. 
before February laſt, ſuch a flocking of people to WeſF- 
minſter at the opening of a Seſſion of Parliament. 

But what weat the people out to ſee? They went to ſee 4. 
Reed ſhaken with the wind: But the Wind brought on a 
Storm upon thoſe that would have ſhaken the Foundation 
ot both Houſes 3 which ſeeing they could not do, a Reſo- 
lution ts reſolved on in mere ſprght, that 'tis now no. Par- 
liament, but a Convention; which certainly deſerves a ſe-. 
vere Animadverſion of State upon ſuch as would turn up. 
the Foundation upon which. we ſtand. 


NARRATIVE. 


When the King was come, the Commons were ſent for up. 
to the Lords Honſe, where I made a ſhift to croud in and. 
hear. The King and Lord Chancellor each of them made. 
# Speech worthy your conſideration , Copies whereof I have. 
here ſent you. 


ANIMA B+» 
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ANIMADVERSTION, 


' Buthe is as falſe here alſo, as he was before in the other : 
for I finde neither of thoſe Speeches incloſed in this Prize. 
\ He will be wary enough of printing them, becauſe they are 
--" - worthy to be often read and conlider'd by all the people, 
in order to their ſatisfattion touching the juſtice, prudence 
and candour of his Majeſtic's Government : therefore I 
muſt needs give you ſhort Heads of the Kings Speech,that 
the ſini{ter-1ntents and boiſterous invective diſcourſes of 
ſome men may be the better underſtood. 

The King in his Speech of the 15 of Febrzary told his 
Lords , and the Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons : 
That he-had called them together again after a long Proroga- 
Hor, that they might have an opportunity torepair the Mie- 

_ fortunes of the foregoing Seſſron , and to recover and re- 
ſtore the right uſe and end of Parliaments. 

That he was reſolved to let the World ſee, that it ſhould' 
not be his fault if they be not made happie by their Conſul- 
tations in Parliament. 

That he plainly declared he came prepared -to give them 

) all ſatisfaFion and ſecurity in the great concerns of the 
Proteſtant Religion,as it is eftabliſded in the Church of Eng- 
f land, that can conſiſt with reaſon and Chriſtian prudence. 

And that he declared as freely , that he is ready to grant: 
# further ſecuring of our Liberties and Properties, by as ma- 
»y good Laws as they ſhall propoſe, and can conſiſt with the 

8 Government; without which there will be neither Liberty 
zor-Property left to any man. 

That he would have all men judge, who is moſt for Ar- 
bitrary Government , they that foment ſuch differences as 
tend to diſſolve all Parliaments, or He, that would preſerve 
this- and" all Parliaments from being- made nſeleſi by ſach 

Diſſentions. That: 
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That if theſe good Ends ſhould happen to be diſappoin- 
ted, He calls God and men to witnef, that the mis fortune 
of that diſappointment ſhall not lie at his dore. 

What can be more deſired from a gracious King ? But 
'tisnot the mode, nor agreeable to the temper and buſineſs 
of ſome men in the world, to reſt as men ſatisfied with 
Reaſon, though perhaps they he. Theſe are they at whoſe 
dore the guilt of Parliamentary Conſtitutions mult lie, if 
ever God for our fins ſhould permit them to proceed. 
For, they of the Fa#ion cannot fiſh in the waters of Mo- 
narchy ; they would have a Senate with 0/;garchs over it, 
in ſtead of a Monarch. For the Narrator ſaith we ought 
not to uſe the word Parliament now 3 but the word Cor- 
vention is better. 

Nor is it any part of the Fa&iox's buſineſs to be content 
with the Etabliſbed Religion,or Liberty and Property 3 theſe 
are words which they know how to make uſe of,by ſprin- 
kling them as flowers of Rhetorick in all their Writings 
and Diſcourſes : they work upon the People with them, 
as Witches do with Charms, CharaGers, and Spells, to be- 
witch the Multitude with an opinion againſt the Court, 
and that all is in danger that way, and that themſelves are 
the onely Patrons . Patriots, when in the mean time they 
onely tickle them like Troxts with theſe things , to catch 
them, and en(lave them to their own deſignes and humours, 
for pulling the Government in pieces z which is the only 
Bulwark of Religion, Liberty, and Property - For, as the 
King well faith before, without this there will be neither 
Religion, Liberty, Property nor Safety left to any man. 
The Truth whereof we found by woful experience, which 
enſued after the very ſame Witchcrafts had bereaved the 
people of their Senſes ia FORTY ONE to run headlong 
into Civil Wars, which laſted fo long, till Twenty yeers 
Suffcring under loſs of Religien, Likang Property, Tay, 

OVEIN® 
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Government, and all,made them long and ſigh after their 
Soveraiga Lord again as the onely Reſtorer. 

Look back then once again upon thoſe ſhort Heads of 
His Majeities Speech with an impartial eye, and you have 
in view ſo' many demonſtrations of Wiſdom, Moderation, 
Tenderneſs for this Parliement, and the future being of 
Parliaments in their ancient Legal ſtate ; as alſo of Love 
and Kindneſs towards his People, that more cannot be ut- 
ter'd by Man to caſt out the devil of Jealoufie, and keep 
it from haunting the Houſes of this people any more. 

His Majeſtie in one of the Heads faith to this effect ; 
That without keeping within the compals of the Govern 
went, as the Laws have ſtated every part of it, viz. in a 
delicate Medium betwixt the Regal Prerogetive and the 
Parliamentary Right and Liberty of the people, ſo as both 
may be preſerved entire,unto Kings and unto Parhaments, 
ig their ſeveral Stations , neither Religion, Liberty, Pro- 
perty, nor Safety, nor Parliaments, can be maintain'd. The 
Reaſor is plain, becauſe the Law of the land, which is the 
Band that ties all together, being oace broken by any one 
of the Parties, they immediately fall alunder, and will eaſi- 
Iy be cleft into a thouſand pieces, and the Parliamentary 
Conſtitution got calily be reſtored, as it appeared upon the ' 
FokTY. ONE. Diviſions, for Twenty yeers together.. 
Experiense ( faith the Proverb) i# the Miſtreff of Fools. 
Muſt we always then: be Fooling for new Experiments of 
our old Foolery? One wanld think we ſhould have beer 
wiſer by this time, than to ſuffer the ſaxve FaT7or to ine 
chant us any more. 4 v1 

But becauſe a better Deſcription of Kingly and Parlis- 
mentary Interef# of Government cannot be-had than what 
was deſcribed by the Pen of His Majeſties Royal Father, 
in His Anſwer to the' Nireteer Propoſetions , preſented to: 
him. by that Pazliament. of the F ator, anno 1642: Joey. 

ct: 
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let me here ſet it down, in regard it will be the beſt Infor- - 
mer of poſterity what to do in like Caſes, to preveat fu: 
ture Ttoubles that may ariſe again, through mens ating 
old Cheats over and over. His words are theſe : [ There 
being Three kindes of Government among men ; Ablolute 
Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, ard Democracy, and all theſe ha- 
ving particular inconveniences, the experience and wiſdom 
of our Anceſtors hath ſo moulded our Government in Eng- 
land, 'out of a Mixture of all Three, as to give this King- 
dom (ſo far as Humane wiſdom can provide) the Convenis- 
encies of the Three, without the Inconveniencies of any One, 
a long as the Balance hangs even between the Three Eſtates, 
and while they run joyntly on in their proper Chanels, ( be- 
getting verdure and fertility in the Meadows on both ſides) 
and while there is no overflowing of either on either ſide, 
to raiſe a Deluge or Inundation. 

In this Kingdom the Laws are joyntly made by a King, 
by a Houſe of Peers, and by a Houle of Commons hoſt 
by the People, all having free Votes and particular Priviled- 
ges. The Government according to our Laws, is truſted to 
the King, with power of Treaties of War and Peace, of ma- 
king Peers, of -chuſing Officers and Counſellers for State, 
Judges for Lew, Commanders for Forts and Caitles, giving 
Commiſſions for raiſing men to make War abroad, or to pro- 
vide againſt Invaſions or Inſurretions at home , Benefit of 
Confiſcations, power of Pardoning, and ſome more of the 
like kinde , are placed in the King. And this Monarchy 
thas regulated, having this power to preſerve that Authority 
without which it would be diſabled to preſerve the Laws in 
their force, and the Subje@s in their Liberties and Proper- 
ties, is intended to draw to him ſuch a Reſpe# and Relation 
from the Great Ones, as may hinder the Ills of Diviſton and 
Fation, and procure ſuch a Fear and Reverence from the 
People, as may hinder Tumnlts, Violence , and Licentiouſ-- 
neſs. Again, 


that the Prince may not make uſe. of this hich and 
ny, oy xr oa d fs: 


. 4s mak 
erpetual Power to the hurt. of thoſe for wh 
Te an make ufe of K 16. of Publike Naceſſoty for the 
gain of his private F, avoyrites and Followers, to the detri- 
gent of bis People , the Houſe of Commons ( an excellent 
Conſerver of Liberty, but never intended for any Share in 
the Government, or for the chuſing y them that ſbould go- 
party i ſoly intruſted with the fir Propoſttion 'concern- 
ing levies of Moneys, which are the jinews of Peace as well 
4s War, and with the Impeaching of thoſe, who far their 
own ends , though countenanced by any ſurreptitionſly got- 
ten Command of the King, have violated that Law, which 
he is bound ( when he knoweth it,) to proted, and to the pre 
teFion F haps they. were bound fo Adviſe ham, \at leai# 


and Rank between the Prince and the People hs each 
againſt any Incrodchments of the other, and by ju}, Judge-. 
mentr to preſerve that law, which ought to be tþe Rule of 6. 
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able to this, But what anſiver'd the King to, theſe 
things-? "Theſe ({aid he) being paſſe » We may be waited 


on 
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of bare-headed, We may bave Our hand hi kifea; ; the Stle of 
Majeie continued to 'Uy : 5 and: the. King s Authorls 

clared\by beth Houſes of PRE. avay | y* e fill t ek 
of y our Commanids : We may Bave 8wor, Fer 4CES Care 
ried before Us, and pleaſe our Sel IF with the fig Sword 
and Scepter , c and yet even theſe Twigs woul po lon 
flonriſh, after the ory Woo which they grew becomes dea Gi 
bit as to true end real Power We - hould remain but the out- 
fide, But the Pitture, but the Signe of « King. . We were e- 
ver willing that Our Parliament ſhould debate, reſolve and 
ir Tn ch matters as are proper for them, as far as the 
are proper for them, and We heartily. wiſh that they would 
be Pls ba not toextend their Debates and Reſolutions be-. 

what proper to them, &c. 7] But alas, inſtead of 
hebrkeding to Lis, they without teaſon carried all before 
them like a mi mighty Stream, and ſo the label Wars came on, 
becauf# the King would not be unking'd, by giving away 
the Flowers of his Crown: If he would not part wich” em 
by ſuch fair theans, they reſolved to have =, foul. Lax 
remember this, that God ſuffer'd not any of fy or 
ſpurs and Bey ittaers, fo-rea any Comfort by the lines :. 
which (as all Hiſtories will ſtiew us) is the common Fate of 
ſuch Undertakers. And it were ory if I had room here 
to make a Stand, to give you a Relation of ours here-in 
England.” But 'tis time now to return to the Narretor,and- 
tell him, all this kinde of WP was at Ts Withs 
in the memory of man. | (5 


NARRATIVE 


As ſoon #5 the Speeches were made , ind the Commons. 
were withdrawn, a Bill was offered to be read, But the Duke 
f Buckingham deſired to be heard fir#.. Well then, what 

idthe Duke ? 1t wis clzar fo him the Parliament - = # 

obved : 
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ſolved: for which apinion be gave bis Redſont 3 WhitÞ Bb. 
cauſe they. axe he. ſum of all that vas ſaid to prove the dif- 
ſolution, I ſhall give you' as good andl as brief an account of 
them 4s I can, . .. - i 


/ANIMADVERSTO N, 


The ſum of that Speech(as the Nayretor hath hu ed it 

amounts but. to two __ ; I have 4 written Copie of 2 
by me, and could Animadvert upon it ; but I would not 
{trip one of the fineſt -Courticrs'of the world for leap- 
ing alide out-of his proper Element} Tam tender of him 
11 many Reſpedts ; bat 'tis both my trouble: and my won- 
der, that the Narrator prints him among the Martyrs that 
(ſuffer for the ſake of a F ACT I0 N 5* who perſeented the 
Illuſtrious Duke his.Lordſhips father, both inand'oat'of 
Parliament, tz] he el their Sacrifice by the hand of Fe/tor, 
and left him the inheriter of all thoſe Honovts ard: For- 
tunes, which flow'd from the Bounty of our Kings. - Re- 
turn, return, Noble Lord, (if it may be) by the-way of Pe- 
nitegce, and take Noble 8«/%bnry along with you well 
prepared , whoſe wiſe Grandfather was the great- Inftry- 
ment, 1n making way. for that happie Succeflion, which n- 
nited both theſe Kingdoms under the old name 'of Crect 
Britejv. 1 have here (my Lord Duke) taken foqhs pages 
to convince you and all:the World and 1 hope T have 
done-it. If any thing. more could 'be done for you, L 
would do it, in hope of your Penitenice': and I hope I do 
not in vain perſwade you , becauſe 1 think your Conſci- 
ence is not made'of the ſame metal with 'a man's, that 
as St. Paw laith} hath been ſtared with a red-bot Trom. 
hiak got that I court youz or tharT think your fault (as 


C 


capable of pardon'from NY the moſt mer 
'S 2 


Circumſtances were when youcommitted it) hath left T 
Kings, 


[68] 
Kings, and the extremie-commiſeration of your Peers, un» 
le 1 could think . the Deſtrution of ſuch- a Parliament 
3s this a (mall matter, (for, this a.quick Diſſolation would 
in probability amount to). I would not have a tittle to 
fay for you, if I did not believe whoit was that drew you 
in to the Buſineſs : which- whether REASON of STATE 
can excule,is a weighty Queſtion. It there were any thing 
in the Arguments of your Speech , more than what was 
faid.in other words by the Conſiderator, and the Di/ſolver, 
I would give you the fatisfaGtion of. handling it ;. but it 
ſcems. to me to be; but.a mere. REHEARSAL , which 
bathin it onely more-of Wit, and of a. Gentleman, than 
of the Reaſon of: Law, and a Lawyer. _ 
| by; NARRATIVE. 

No ſooner. had the-Duke ended his Speech, but my Lord. 
'Eretchvil woved. to have him called tothe Bar, &c,. 
i ANIMADYERSION. : 
| [Ii emer preſumes to name many-more Lords that 
ſpake pro, and ſome few: con, 'that is, againſt the opinion 
of the Diflolution. But he faith the Lord Chancellor at 


* 


ad? 


le 
- ſhould be for. aDiſſolution. _ If ſo, then it: was no wonder 
that the Houſe was-ſoon-ſatisfied, and: concluded” ( as the 
Narrator ſaith) that the Queſtion ſhould be laid aſide. 

But I would have told you before, that he ſaith the Earl 
of Shaftcbyry,upon the Motion of calting/the Duke tothe 
Bar, ſaid, that it world be the taking away en frevien of 
ſpeech in Parliament: That would be troubleſome indeed 
to hisLordſhip,who hath been a very free ſpeaker in Parlia« 


ment,if we may believe the printed Letter to 2 friend: in 


the Country, and thoſe Speeches that went abroad in-print 
under his name.But no more of that;/ Iwould have-ſome- 
what-1n me now. of the Zior , and do pals him by. - His 


o 


ength uadertook to anſwer 2l/ the Arguments that-wert or 
th 


Lordſhip may ſee by theſe Avimaduerſions how little rea- 
. ſor: 


—_—___ 


[69] 
ſon he had in Law for ſo great Confidence in the Speech 
which the Narrator ſaith he made alſo upon the Statutes of 
Edw.3. about yrly Parliaments. I hope he did not fit a 
DiQator in the Council of theſe Printed Diſſolvers, If he 
did, 'tis but reaſon the FA C TION, or ſome-body elle, 
ſhould pay him his Fees. 

But before T'part with his Lordſhip, I muſt needs ſhew 
him his Erroorabout the point of freedom of ſpeech in Par- 
liament : and 'tis abſohutely neceſſary that [do it, becauſe 
'tis become a villanous Inſinuation uſed by the Narrator, 
and the reſt of the ſcandalows FaFion round the Town, 
that the Impriſonment of the foxr Lords is done con 
to the ancient Priviledge of Parliament, which is to have a 
liberty of ſpeech in alf Debates. As for this Lord, he need 
not complain; he had enough given him,or rather he took 
it, if the Speeches printed, with his name to them, be his. 
Doth freedom of ſpeech extend ſo far as to-make odious 
Infinuations and RefleQions upon the King , upon the 
Crown and its Rights, upon the Sxcceſſzox of it,upon the 
Honour of the Hoxſe of Peers, upon the Biſbops,upon the 
whole Church, with the Canons, the Homilies, the 39 Arti- 
cles;and her Do@rine, as it relates either to God, Religion,. 
or the Civil obedience due tothe King, and the whole 
Government of State, and the Security of all theſe by an. 
Oath of AJlegeance ? If his Lordſhip thought that the. 
Law allowed either Peers or Commons ſach 4 liberty of 
ſpeech, why did he bnſtle ſo diligently and'briſkly (as I 
have been told) to promote a Bill, not long fince, againſt 
the ancient way of Tryal of Peers £ Every body then ſwelt 
a Kat in the Caſe, and ſmiled at his Lordſhips wiſe Provi- 
dence, 'and his ſecret intent of ſpeaking and ating beyond 
Gompaſ.upon the open Stage: and therefore T did not won- 
der,when [did read afterwards in the Pamphlet intituled, 


Aebates and Arguments for Diſſolving this Parliament, &c. 
(which 


[70]. 
(which was reported to be his) that his Lordſhip was very 
angry at the Honſe of Commons for throwing out the ſaid 
Bill of Trial when it was ſent down pas and tells the 
Commons,p.6. They certainly were grown Rry high in their 
own opinion, and had avery low eſteem for the Lords, when 
they negleFed their beit friends in the Houle of Peers, and 
did almoſt with ſcorn refuſe that Bill, intituled, For the 
more fair and equal Tryal of Peers. I never ſaw the BiH 

et, therefore can ſay nothing: more of it ; onely I cannat 

ut take notice, that in the ſame page, and in many other 
parts of that Print,a through-revenge is plentifully beſtow- 
ed upon the Honour of the Houſe of Commons, Nothing 
would then ſerve the Turn but they muſt be tyrned out of 
doors, Diſſolved,and a ew one preſently call'd ; an inſtance 
clear enough for diſcovery out of whoſe Quiver this Ar- 
row of Diſſolution was firſt ſhot, and of great probability 
who ſet on the Writers ſince againſt the Prorogetior, ta 
break theneck of this Parliament, and in it all the hopes 
of the Loyal part of the Nation. And if that aforenamed 
were the Print of tis Lordſhip, I might reckon up out of 
it, and another Print ſtitcht to the tail of it,the moſt yiru- 
lent Scandals that could be raked together to prepare that 
Houſe for the rage of the Rabble. But the Narrator ha- 

ving ſum'd up ip few words the ſence of the Author , I 
leave him here, becauſe the Narrative it (elf will give the 
Houſe that ſhoxt Cut by and by. | 

Tn the mean while, if freedom of ſpeaking in Parlia- 
ment, and after that, of Printing All and more than All; 
that is,of more perhaps than was ſpoken, be to be conſtru- 
ed and extended at this rate, know that the old Cuſtoms 
and vets orracer ra » 5 apr $aow me ſuch matter. 

A freedom of ſpeech 10 Debate 1s that which every 8pe 

2 rv Edo afier the Houſe of hrs 6. _ 

ſen him, and preſcated him to the King, doth petition for 


to 


7I 
to the King on the behalf of all the Members of that Houſes 
and it was never yet denied by any of our Kings. The 
Lords alſo in their Houſe do claim it by Birthright: for, ta 
what end do they meet,if they may not-freely debate mat- 
ters, without which 'tis 1mpoſiible to come to any Reſoluti- 
on about them? May his hand fot off ther: that ſhall write 
a word againſt it, But withal weare tq vnderland jherp 
are Bounds, Rulgs and Laws of ſpeaking in either Houſe 
of Parliament : for,the Law of Parliaments ever ſuppoſeth, 
that the Members ought to keep within the compals .of 
thoſe Bounds, and obſerve thoſe Rules, both as to the wat- 
fer ſpoken and the warner of ſpeaking. Every Member 
hath a Right to be heard , and heard out what he hath to. 
fay z but then when he hath dane, the Houſe to which, bs 
belongs hath power to judge, whether he hath ſpoken ill or 
not; and if ill, then they are the proper Judges to diſpoſe 
of him to puniſhment according to his deſert: And this 
the Law ſuppoſeth they. will always do;they. being intaxe- 
ol | wv! loo tezagn with ry” ry Power and Privis- 
Now this is the Caſe of the moſt Notte rf Peerss; 
They have as to the committing of the Four 'to the, 
Tower, not done it becauſe they ſpake z (for they heard, 
ovt. with great patience what they had to ſay) but be-; 
cauſe they judged what thoir Lordſhips had ſpoke a-- 
gainſt-the Being of this Parliament, was-of moſt pernici-* 
ous- Conſequence, againſt-the Safety, and Good of the 
King and. Kingdom. And'to ſay no. more of this, the 
Houle was ſo unanimous in concurring to-theix Commits, 
ment, after 4'debate and confidetation-of the matter (as 
will appear upon ſearch of the Books of that Houſe) that 
it was with great odds of number carried by the Teryporel 
Lords alone, without: reckoning in the Biſhops; or the: 
mimber of Proxies. And the Narrator himſelf confeſſeth 
| this 


'this was agreed on after a full Hearing of all that. could 
be ſaid by the four Lords. themſelves, or their few Friends; 
only he mingles many ill-favour'd Reflefions and falſe 
Infinuations inhis' Relation. 

NARRATIVE, 

Te hail 'beex (he faith?) avoved alſo by the Duke of 
ym Enem prory that the Opinion of the Tudges might be 
declered in the Point. 

"ANIMADVERSION, 

All Reverence be given to the Judges in due timeand 
place. This was an arduous Point of n Superlative Na- 


ture, touching the very Life and Being of a Parliament, 
ina conſpiring Faftiows Seaſon, infinitely above thoſe 
ordinary points of Law , touching which that Houſe is 
wont * imes to confule my Lords the Judges, when 
their Lordſhips conceive they have need to conſult them. 
- But this was ſo plain a Caſe to their Lordſhips, that 
having theJudicatory right and pow in. their own hands, 


andin' ſo tranſcendent an'Occafion, it had been a,ſtraype . 
thing to have yeelded toſuch a Motion,. merely to gratifie. 
thoſe whom they had judged Offenders. Nor was it to 
be ſappoſed , that the Judges would have undertaken to 
opinionate about ſo Sxpreme a 2ueition,wherein rr 1c" 
of all the Concerns of Crown and State were involved, fit 
onely for the Supreme Judicature to conſider, 
| NARRATIVE. 

'* Tt was the next day nrged by ſome Lords, in the behalf 
of the Four Lords, that three ſoups $imes, Viz. 1 Hen.7. 
x Bu. Mary. 1 2». Eliz. the very ſame Debate was int 
Parliament, yet no man queſtioned for g it. 

43 ANIMADVERSI1ON, 

" Whether thoſe Debates were the ſame or not, let the 
world judge, when as the Narrator himſelf confeſſes, it 
was only adout the Forms of the Writs that ſummoned the 

| - Par- 


Parliament! that the, 
Queſtioh'made no the vt | 
gation, and the bes | 
do not finde in gof.s Fn about rh rg 
_ 0 Parliament, that the length of a. 
a Years time car diſſolveit.z or that « /7 
in the Form of the Writ of Sumthogs can "ivalidore 2 
Boe if it were o that jt could, yet that's 
not” thin the Caſe of this Parliament, whoſe Writ of 
Summons was never queſtion'd'; nor could the Proro- 
gation have been at all diſputed, but that the ,Fa@ior. 
would be fo. bold and miſchievous as to do-it; and WER 
how flight a colour of Reaſon, you have alrea 
in theſe paſt Diſcourſes. And now their laſt LO 
is, that Howe fe of Peers hath condemned the four 
Lords to Priſon, for preſaming to argue a NeVity of the 
Parliament: And w follows? Tte Diſſolver told ws in 
_ phler, that a New Parliament is to corhe ſhall 
1m account, and leave a new precedent to the 
my That . one” Parliament may hang another. And 
who but that this ſort of Pen-men, with their. 
Faction: tinually of Connſel with the delperate 
"The reſt of this Writers Pamphlet contains nothingybut 
ial Relation of Circumſtances and Ceremonies,which 
ed in calling the Four Lords to the Bar, ad abont the 
manner of their Commitment : and then he cloſeth ,all 
with few odious Refleions upon the Lords both Spi- 
rityal and Temporal, and the Houſe. of Commons x which 


here follow. 
NARRATOR. 
He next-proceeds in a jecring manner, to mention a 


new whe; Leagwe > but who are they that are this 
£ He names Biſbops, NE Popiſh qr | 


” . 
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A ., bÞb49 
| ret broken throu hb the ancient Rules and Pra- 
ent; and all the Laws of England, and now 
(according tothe new Court-word) thborow- itch. 
The reſt of the Lords he calls Alljes.of thy a gue, 
who joyhed i inthe Commitment, - , | 
ANTMADVERSION; 
© What, Petition in one hand, and at the ſame time a Po- 
#ierd in the other > Maſt it be ſo carried, a Petition to 
the Kixg, and the ſame time a Stab given to-bis y 
eat Officers, Biſhops, and-all the reſt of the Nobil of 
we © Hou of Peers wk concurred with them profes 
the Government 2. I would be Jath, to call. t 
Zorde, and. thoſe few that concurred with them :qn.the 
other fide (the Aljes of the F ACT IO N.,) 4 New. Triple 
Feagpez nor will I; let other men think what they. pleaſe. 
This Jeer ſounds like the {tut rb one of keys 
riſes to take cate to. print all his oy ae and _] 
faft as he theta. ; elf eagainſt, 


E. and the Biſhops, and Miniſter Us whom be Cour 


elſes with this kinde of Flowers, to be offer d.in Beth 
to hits Own New Parliament, as the old Heathen Sacyi 
titers were wout to dreſs their Bealts to here pt to 
cheir Idols : therefore if the word TBorom-fliteb 
Word at Court, what would become oh him and his 
T+age, if this old Patliament ſhould. proceed as paris 
as his intended .New oe would do, if we, believe-the 
ISSOILVE R? 
\ Then for the Biſhops.im particular, he proceeds thus: 
NARRATOR. 
| He faith, Under pretence of BBA the Proteltant Ke- 
ligion by. AG of Parliament, one of the deſignes of the Tri- 
le League #.3 To deelare it lawjul for our Kipgs to heP a+ 
ifs 5As is dong in 4 Bill lately ſent down to the Fownart 
hls Lords ; and T do not bear of any one. Bubop ind 3: 
greed to it, 


| —_ 


., * 
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ANIMADYERSI'o fk: He 

Pire-ball with a witneſs, made up af} 
dangerous, but falſeſt Ingredients ; why then thbmnld: 
long in extinguiſhing it ? For the Bilhops of Eagleid, 2nd. 
their Dodrine, Diſcipline and Government, will be foutd 

the ſareſt Fence agaialt the coming' in of Popery, as well 
as againlt the lavaſion of the FA CTHION, andthe 


Slavery of their Diſcip Can a greater: Provocation 
he given to the Houſe of Peers and the Bi 2: The 
Forming of this Bill was commirnted to fuch a ittee 


of $ and Biſhops, that all our world knows.chems to 
he Noble and truc, and as firm as a Rock againft the &s- 
aan Religions and they took the. greateſt care 'that mew 
ifh-p! poſſibly could db, to us fromit atpre- 
ſent and in fugere. And whatſoever the farber of lyer 
may invent; andthe F ACTION fpread abroad to-the 
cantrary, £0 exalſperate and increaſetheir own Parry;more 
could hardly be tavented'forour Religion's:fecuriey.. Sure 


T am, it was thought fo by the Papiſts themſelves yantþ to 


be ſo ſevere,that they dreaded nothing more than the Coa- 
fequence of its paſſing both Houſes; inſomuch that foge . 
Lords of that Religion oppoſed it what they could, and: 
fpared not to ſay; that after this they expeted. nothing: 
but Fire and F 4g08. © 
| NARRATOR #4 

Aad that the Houſe off Coninons may have their ſhare 
too of damnable Scandal, 'he lets fly at them withour 
mercy, and thus he concludes, that they'are ( moſt of 
them) either French or Court-penſioners, Indigent, or Out- 
law'd perſons, C hildren, F vols, or ſuch af are: «ſuperannua- | 
ted perſons. ; ww; | 
f ANIMADVERSTON, 

But. why French Penſioners, &c. £ How then came 
the Major part to-be for an. Alliance with the Dutob, as 

: appeared: 
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